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And He Shall Be Called Emmanuel
December 25th, 2011

The year was 1964… and, with the signing of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, the war in Vietnam was beginning to really escalate.
· And, in spite of the Civil Rights act, which President Johnson had just signed, racial violence continued to increase in many American cities… with riots in Newark & Jersey City.
· Responding to all the unrest, a young Bob Dylan makes his way into the American music scene… 

· with songs like “Blowing in the Wind” and “The Times They are A Changin’.”
At the same time, the Beatles had just arrived… and were taking America by storm, releasing one mega hit after another including “I Want to Hold Your Hand,”

· While a young, very loud boxer by the name of Casius Clay takes boxing’s heavyweight title from Sonny Liston.

· It was a challenging time. Yasser Arafat gives birth to the PLO; Mandela is sentenced to life imprisonment in South Africa…

· And the Surgeon General announced that smoking may, in fact, lead to cancer.

But, in the midst of all this craziness, a doctor announces to a young woman that she’s going to have a baby.
· Though she already had three daughters, this wonderful mother hoped and prayed that her fourth would be a son.

· Well, on April 28th, 1965, Valerie Simonian gave birth to a beautiful read-headed boy.

And when she and her husband were asked what name should be given to this miracle child, 

· somehow, in one of the freakiest decisions in history, she announces… “I shall call him Craig.”

· If there was any excitement in heaven over the birth of this little boy, it all came to a screeching halt… “Craig? Really? What does that even mean?”
· Perhaps the name has some deep, redemptive meaning.  No. It’s a Scottish word for a crevice in rock… or rugged rock.
· Perhaps you’re thinking… well, it speaks to him being a rugged, strong person.  Does this baby look rugged (baby pic)?

You see, at least in the ancient world into which Jesus was born 2000 years ago, names had much deeper significance.

· They were given not simply to distinguish one person from another but to describe someone’s nature, or purpose, or history. 
· In the Lord’s Prayer, in Luke 11:2 we’re taught to pray “Hallowed be Thy name”.  
But, it’s not just the name that’s “hallowed”, or revered… but the character… or nature behind the name. 
· In fact, very often the word “name” in the Bible ….can be substituted for the word “nature”. 
· So when the Prophet Isaiah says that God’s name is “Emmanuel,” he’s talking about God’s nature, His purpose and place in our lives. 
Emmanuel means “God with us”. It is God’s very nature to want to be present, come alongside, be in our lives. 
· You see, God’s heart, His very “being,” just screams out… “I want to be with you!” 
· Do you know what the first recorded question God asks of the human race in Scripture? In Genesis 3, He asks Adam and Eve, “Where are you?” 
God’s nature is to want to be with us. Scripture has very little to do with us wanting to be with God. 
· It is God with us, not us with God... It is God who takes initiative… it’s God’s longing, desire, and passion to have a relationship with us.
· All through Scripture God keeps pursuing… keeps looking.

· Over and over again, He tells Israel “I am right here! Trust Me! Lean into Me, love Me…” 

But they’re constantly distracted, so often choosing temporal pleasures in place of the ultimate joy and life-giver. 
· When you think about it from God’s perspective, it’s heart- wrenching… how much He loves us… 
· how He longs for us to welcome and make time for His presence in our lives…

· and how hard we find it to respond... to trust that He really is our Emmanuel.
But, as Paul writes in Galatians, there was a time when God turned his pursuit of humanity up countless notches.

· In Galatians 4:4, Paul says that “when the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman…” 

· We’re told in the OT that, up until that time, “No one could see the face of God and live.” 
· But one night… to a bunch of un-kept shepherds who were living in the fields watching their sheep, the night sky lit up with a message from angels.
The Shepherds were terrified. For the first time in their lives, it seems as though the heavens had just opened up to them.

· In ancient Israel, being a shepherd was one of the most demeaning jobs you could have. 

· If anyone was looked down upon and ignored… it was them.

· And yet… God was coming to them!  In fact, He was about to give them a sign that He had already come!
The source of this announcement offered a glimpse into where this Messiah would come from… and it leaves the shepherds shaking. 
· But all this extraordinary glory points to something that ironically is so ordinary and commonplace… 
· that it must have left these shepherds completely bewildered.
The angelic news here in Luke 2:12 announced that “This will be a sign to you… You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
· Think about that. If God were to offer you an extraordinary sign, which would make a bigger impact on you…
· The heavens opening while an angel of the Lord appears to you with a once-in-an-eternity message while the glory of God shone all around them (Luke 2:9)?
· Or, that a baby was born and wrapped in swaddling cloths? You see, the angels promised a sign… 
But wouldn’t the miracle of the angels singing in the night sky be the kind of “sign” that would forever capture a shepherd’s attention? 
· When people ask God for a “sign” they are usually looking for something miraculous that could put to rest any doubt. 
· The paper being delivered or the garbage being picked up in the morning probably wouldn’t qualify as a “sign”.
· It’s commonplace – it would have happened anyway.
So… a peasant girl has a baby in a cave somewhere surrounded by a few smelly animals. I mean, in that day, how was that a sign?!
· Forget the heavenly visitation and announcement! The sign given to you shall be a baby wrapped in cloths in a manger!
· But the angels simply deliver their message… and leave and go back into heaven. 
But Someone else stayed behind. Someone who could have left with the angels - But didn’t. 
· The Creator of heaven & earth stayed here so that He could be with us… in our world… 
· to live in the midst of our earthly circumstances… so He could be with us. But… there was another sign.
This is the sign, the angel tells Joseph: A virgin will conceive a son and they will call Him Emmanuel – God with us. (Matthew 1:23)
· The sign is that your God, wants to “be with you” more than you can ever know. 
· The miracle of this ordinary sign is that God has expressed unimaginable humility in order to meet you right where you are. And whatever it takes to engage you – God will do it. 
· Again, the angels go back into heaven. But our love sick God stays here on earth… choosing to live life, with us, here in this world… with all its pain, desperation and darkness. 
You see, in this world, when a king is born, peasants & shepherds aren’t invited into the nursery in the hospital.
· In fact, they wouldn't be allowed anywhere near the king.  
· But, when the angels of God made the announcement, they came to a young Jewish carpenter named Joseph…
· And to a bunch of lowly shepherds and peasants. 
· It didn’t make sense. How could the birth of a king be announced this way?
But, the Messiah was coming for them… an extraordinary God, beautiful beyond description…
· Coming to ordinary men & woman… whose hearts had  been wounded & broken by the circumstances of life & sin. 
· He came to us as accessible as anyone could have ever come… as a little baby.
· A King adorned not in heavenly robes… but in swaddling clothes even peasants might discard.
I remember, as a relatively new dad, taking the girls to the store.  They looked unbelievably cute sitting in that car-shaped shopping cart!
· I would watch people look at them… and then look at me. I knew what they were saying…
· “Those are the cutest, most beautiful two girls I have ever seen… and mister… you ain’t too bad yourself!”

· Of course, they’d never say all that… but I knew what they were thinking.
I mean, what kind of absolute scrooge could look at a beautiful baby, for example… who is smiling at you in the grocery store…
· Who is so completely delighted to have your face in front of theirs… and not, at the very least, return a smile?
· You see, there’s something so unbelievably disarming about a baby. And so, God comes as a baby… 
· wrapped in infant packaging, as if to say… “Just try and not smile back at me !”
In the least threatening way the ultimate king of Kings could say it, God says, “I’ve come to you. Welcome Me… receive My love and peace in your life!"
· Just a little while ago, the shepherds were shaking in fear when they saw the angels. 
· But, when they visit Jesus in a cave, they’re completely disarmed.  In fact, their fear turns to worship & joy.
· We’re told in Luke 2:20 that  “The shepherds left glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen.”
Now, if you’ve been around me for any amount of time, you know that I love kids.
· In fact, my love of kids makes me want to go right up to them to play or kid around a bit. 
· The problem is that, while I’m not the biggest guy in the world, I’m big enough… and red-headed enough… to scare the life out of some of them!
· And so, I’ve learned to approach them fairly slowly while stooping down to their level.
You see, in order to connect with them, it’s often necessary to become a little smaller… to come at their eye level… 
· to enter their unique frame of reference in order to be approachable.
· You see, God packaged Himself just for us; in a way any child-like heart could far more easily receive…
· In a way that would be as endearing & life-changing as it was for all those who stood around the baby Jesus 2000 years ago.
The song, “O come O come Emmanuel” continues with a phrase that says, 
· “And ransom captive Israel. Who mourns in lonely exile here… until the Son of God appears.”
· You see, especially at Christmas time, it’s somewhat easy to experience those feelings of exile... 
· Where things may not be the way we would like them to be at this season. 
Those lonely exile moments often come this time of year when we find ourselves unable to fully celebrate. 
· Perhaps life right now is too hard. Perhaps there’s been a loss this year. Perhaps, you just don’t have enough this year. 
· Maybe you’re struggling in one way or another over circumstances that are weighing really heavy in your life right now… 

· Whether it’s a relationship, or illness, finances, loneliness, stress, an addiction of some kind, loss of work… 
· I mean… the list can go on and on.
And maybe, as much as you know, on this Christmas day, that God is with you, perhaps it’s been hard to receive the Savior’s love in your heart because of everything that’s going on.

· But, wherever you’re at today, know that He has come to you. I mean, He has come, specifically for you!
· There was a movie that we watched as a family not too long ago… where a man promised his fiancé that he would come back for her after he got settled in his new job in New York.

But he never came back.  But Jesus showed up! He came for you. All through Scripture, God promised that He would come.
· As early as Genesis 3:15, God promised that He would send someone… a Redeemer, born of a woman.

· Seven hundred years before the birth of that Redeemer, God promised, through the prophet Isaiah, 

· that He would come to us… that a virgin would give birth to a son.  And that His name, Emmanuel, would reflect His very nature… God with us.

· Through the prophet Micah, God spoke to us saying, “But you, Bethlehem… though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for Me the One who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from old, from ancient days.” (Micah 5:2)
And then, when, as Paul wrote, the “fullness of time was met,” an angel comes to a seemingly insignificant woman and tells her, 
· in Luke 1:31, that she will give birth to a son… and that she is to name Him Jesus, which means, God saves.  
· You see, to be present with us… to save… reflects His very essence.

· Then, in verse 32, she’s told that  “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.” 

It may be that the all the distractions of life or all the craziness of the season has kept you too busy to stop and notice…. 
· To really notice that God has come to you! See, Jesus didn’t come the way the people expected the Messiah to come.

· And maybe Jesus hasn’t come to you the way you had hoped He would.  But, He’s come… He’s come to you... for you.

Maybe your hurts or disappointments or confusion have caused you to keep God at arm’s length. 
· It’s so easy, because we have a hard time believing that God would meet us in those places that are so unattractive and broken. 
· Maybe you think that you need to climb up some spiritual ladder and get fixed or cleaned up a little before you can receive this indescribable gift of God’s love.
And yet God says, “No, I want to meet you right where you are, in the thick of the pain. I will come to you and be with you, in your world.” 
· That’s the meaning and heart behind Emmanuel. 
· The shepherds could have stayed at a distance. They could have doubted or rejected. And yet…
· With child like enthusiasm they said, “Let’s go and see this amazing gift that’s come to us… for us.”
· They went and they saw & experienced & were changed by the One who had come, not only for kings… but for people just like them.

Of course, the name Emmanuel reflected only part of His nature. We read these words in Isaiah 9:6…

· “For unto us a child is born, to us a child is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

· For anyone distressed in mind and heart, know that this One who has come to us is also, by nature, a “Wonderful Counselor.” 
That the One who came wrapped as an infant is also our “Mighty God.” Mighty to bring life out of death when you think there is no hope. 

· You see, hope has a name… His name is Jesus!
· The One who can fight your battles, who can forgive sin, redeem people, disarm satan, answer prayer and restore broken souls is the One who came to us. 
Emmanuel also called “Everlasting Father!” It’s pretty amazing… that the One whom Jesus called “Abba,” which means “daddy”…
· is the one who’s with you right now. He’s not some distant Father… but, in His very nature, is the heart of a loving dad. 

· A father who longs to participate in every part of your life… who loves you, as Scripture says, with an everlasting love. 
But how can the Son be called “Everlasting Father?” Because these names express Jesus nature.

· He embraces a father’s heart of tenderness & compassion. A father’s passion for protecting & providing.
· Emmanuel is also called our “Prince of Peace;” The God who calms our raging storms… no matter what they are. 

· In Ephesians 2:14, Paul told the Ephesians that Jesus “Himself is our peace,” and that through our Prince of Peace, we can, for the first time, fully experience the peace of God.

He is the one who’s with you now. You see, Isaiah tells us that “a child will be born to us, a son will be give to us.”
· The question is, will we invite Him into our lives? 
· You see, the One who has never stopped pursuing us… is now inviting us to Himself.

He comes to us, as Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:15, as an indescribable gift.
· A gift that has come to you… the One who has loved you with an everlasting love… has come to you.

· In Revelations 3:20, Jesus says “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with Me.”
· It’s His invitation to all of us… to join Him… not for a meal… but an abundant life of love.
AMEN
(invite the worship team up to lead in communion)

I’d like to close my message this evening with the taking of communion.

· You see, communion reminds us not only that God has come… but the reason He came.

· In Luke 19:10, we’re told that the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost
· He didn’t abandon us… even though He would have had every right to. 

· Instead, He came to us… and redeemed and rescued us. It’s what we celebrate at communion.

Paul writes this in 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26…

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
As Conrad begins to lead us in this next song, I would invite anyone who would like, to come up and celebrate this reality… by taking a piece of bread and dipping it in the juice.

And, in a few moments, we’ll eat the elements together.

CELEBRATE!

