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Saying Yes to God’s Call

February 5th, 2012
I’ve told the story before about a kid whose dad asked him what he learned in Sunday School.  
· The kid said, “We’re learning about Moses.” “Well… what did you learn?”
· The kid says, "We talked about how Moses lead Israel out of Egypt, but he was blocked by the Red Sea… and, not only that… but Pharaoh was chasing him… 
So, Moses gets the Israelites into a bunch of pontoon boats, and used high-tech navigation equipment to get them across the Red Sea.
· And then, when Egyptian army was halfway across the water, they blew them up with a series of ship-to-shore torpedoes."

· His father said, "Is that what the teacher really said?" 
· The kid said, "No, but if I told you what he really said, you never would believe it."

Truth is, the whole story of Moses is the story of God doing amazing things in the midst of impossible situations.
· You see, in spite of the fact that he grew up surrounded by great wealth there in Pharaoh’s household, 

· by the time he had reached forty years of age, things completely turned around on him.

If you remember, it was at that time that Moses had just killed an Egyptian taskmaster who was beating a Hebrew slave.

· Now, Moses was a hugely powerful man in Egypt, and yet, by taking the side of the Hebrew slave, 

· he had basically tipped his hand to Pharaoh… demonstrating his true loyalty to his own Hebrew people… 
· rather than to Egypt… something Pharaoh would never forget.
And so, knowing that Pharaoh was out to kill him, Moses tucked in his royal robes and ran like a scared coyote…  
· leaving his life in Pharaoh’s palace for the desolate wilderness of Midian. [see map]

· Having gone from “riches to rags” in a matter of days, Moses, no doubt wondered if he’d ever be able to pick up the pieces of his now broken life.  

· Truth is, there isn’t much that we know from this period of his life… except that at some point after settling in Midian,

· he eventually got married to a woman named Zipporah, the daughter of a local God-fearing priest named Jethro.
Well, what I’d like to do this morning is to pick up the story forty years later in Exodus 3.  
· And the reason we’re looking at this story really comes from the message Nathanael shared with us last week… 

· Calling us to a life of risky faith… a life of surrender… a life of saying “yes” to God. 
· So, starting in verse 1, we read…
· “One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God.”
Now I realize that the first two words in this verse may not seem like such a big deal… “One day…”

· But, for Moses, who, by this time was an eighty-year-old weathered shepherd, 
· it was the day where God broke what seemed to be… at least from what we see in Scripture… a forty-year silence between he and Moses.

· In other words, through four decades in Midian, we have no record of God speaking to Moses.  

And yet, when he woke up that morning, nothing was different. We’re told that it was a day like every other day. 

· The night before, he fell asleep as he always did.  When he woke up, he heard no angelic voice announcing something amazing was about to happen. 

· There were no signs or hints preparing him for what was about to happen.  
· He just got out of bed, grabbed cup of coffee, and started his day like every other day.

For Moses, it was simply his 14,600th day shepherding his father-in-law’s small flock.
· You see, God rarely provides a fancy drum roll or neon signs. He’s not one to hire a P.R. department or a slick advance team. 

· Instead, He chooses, at times, to supernaturally step into our ordinary day-to-day lives in order to share with us all that is in His heart for our lives. 
We’re told in verses 2-3, “There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn't burn up.  ‘This is amazing,’ Moses said to himself. ‘Why isn't that bush burning up? I must go see it.’"

The NIV translates it like this… "I must turn aside, and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up." 
· So, there’s Moses, doing what he’s been doing nearly every day for forty years… 
· when suddenly he realizes that this ordinary, run-of-the-mill bush he’s walked past a million times… is now on fire!

Now, I admit, the fact that it’s on fire is probably a little weird… but what really catches his attention was how the fire kept on burning!

· I mean… he’s used branches from these little bushes to make his own fires each and every night. 

· He knows how fast they burn up… but this one… well, something was different…

· Though, I don’t think the thought even entered his mind that it was God who was behind it… still, he says in verse 3, “I must go see it... I must turn aside.”

You see, guys, God may choose to tap you on the shoulder in order to grab your undivided attention. Or… 

· He may use an extraordinary event or circumstance as a way of breaking into your daily life… as if to say, “Pay attention… I’ve got something to say to you.” 

· Verse 4… “When the LORD saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ ‘Here I am!’ Moses replied.”

Now, here’s what’s interesting to me about that… When did God speak to Moses?  

· It was after Moses “turned aside” from what he was doing and went closer to the burning bush.

· That may sound like a no-brainer… but guys… getting us to pause from what we’re doing isn’t exactly an easy thing for us, is it?

So the question here is: how well are you doing at turning aside when God wants to speak to you? How hard is it for God to get your attention? 

· I have to admit that after Christmas, I was feeling a little tired… and, in that place, my sensitivity to the Spirit tends to be low. 

· Never wanting to feel disconnected from Him, I decided to head off into the wilderness myself… to a monastery in Southern Cal.
· ILL: God getting my attention at St. Andrews in Valyermo.
· For some reason, God wanted me to “turn aside” and build that small monument to Him before He began really speaking to me.
You see… it wasn’t until Moses stopped what he was doing and walked toward the burning bush that God began speaking to Him. 
· God called out his name…“Moses!” 
· Now, I’m sure Moses is doing a thorough search looking to see who’s trying to punk him… to see where the Candid Camera crew is hiding.

· But, with no one else in sight, he says, “Here I am... it’s me.” 
Now, if God had showed up to Moses forty years earlier like this when he was the Prince of Egypt, Moses would have pulled out his resume’.

· “Looking for someone special, Lord? You’ve come to the right guy… I’m famous, I’m smart, I’m well trained… what do you need, Lord? I’m your guy!”
· But after forty years of obscurity and silence in God’s “school of the desert,” he just offers a quiet… “I’m here, Lord.”
Truth is, that’s ultimately all God’s looking for. God’s not checking your work references… He’s checking your humility… your sensitivity, your availability. 

· Believe me… He loves you… but He’s not so impressed with our resumes.  

· He’s looking for someone who will allow Him to interrupt their lives… Someone who will slow down long enough to check out a burning bush.
And, when Moses responds, God says to him in verse 5, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
· You see, He’s also looking for people who will respond to His holiness; Who will respond to His presence with reverence and worship.

· We’re told in verse 6 that Moses then hid his face, “for he was afraid to look at God.”
I mean, can you imagine that moment? It’s finally sunk in… that this was all real… that God Himself was speaking to Him.

· We’re told in verses 7-8, “Then the LORD told him, "I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering.8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey.”
What a flashback of emotion this must have generated for Moses.  He never forgot his people back in Egypt… but that was a long time ago… 

· He figured God had long given up on using him… he figured that he had long burnt all those bridges.

· But, after forty years in Wilderness University, he had pretty much been sandblasted into a different kind of person!
In fact, it seems as though God waited these forty years just so Moses could grow into the person He could use.

· You see, we think it’s our skills and resumes that ultimately lend us our credibility… to the world, maybe… but not to God.  

· God was waiting for Moses to lay down his ego… to slow down enough to listen to Him.

Remember, though… at this point, God hasn’t asked Moses to do anything yet.  In fact, Moses has no idea what God is wanting. 

· Of course, we do! You see, we know the story! We’ve seen the Ten Commandments… we’ve read the Book of Exodus.  

· But Moses hasn’t read the book or seen the movie… he has no idea what’s coming next.  

· All he hears is God’s heart for the Israelites there in Egyptian captivity.

· But then Moses hears words that will change the course of his life.

In verse 9, God says, “Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt."  
Sorry God, I don’t think I heard you right… what did you say?! Send me to Pharaoh? To do what?? 

· Forty years ago, Moses might have seen himself as the most qualified guy for the job.  

· But now… that was way out of his league. In his mind, he had literally been “out to pasture” for forty years.  

· “What do you want with a sun-withered, eighty-year old shepherd?  How am I going to face down one the mightiest kings in the world?”
But, the truth is, God wasn’t asking him to be Israel’s deliverer… that was His job. 
· Instead, he was calling Moses to be an instrument He could work through. 

· You see, when God calls you, He calls you with a plan in mind… though He never expects you to carry it out in your own strength. 

· You can almost hear God saying, “Wait a minute… you’re not hearing me.  All you have to do is be at the right place and the right time and then… just watch Me work! 

· Just keep your heart prepared… walk in humility and obedience and courage… and then watch Me as I deliver my people out of Egypt

And yet, Moses didn’t quite get all that… so he begins raising a number of objections to what God is calling him to.  

· In verse 11, Moses protests to God, saying, "Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?" 
· A long time ago, when I was a little kid, I was saw someone on TV whom I admired from the get-go. 

· Most all of you know him… I’ve mentioned him before.
As a Navy vet, he was in tremendous physical condition… forearms like you can’t believe… in large part to a lot of healthy eating. 
· In fact, whenever he faced opposition, the first thing he’d do was throw down a big ol’ can of spinach.
· It’s how he got by. In fact, in his own words, he’d say “I’m strong to the finish, cause I eat my spinach.”

· Of course, his name is Popeye, the Sailor Man! 
And when he was sad… when he made a mistake… especially when he felt inadequate or unable to do something he knew he had to do… 
· he would always seem to say the same thing. 
· I asked you this before… but, all too aware of his short-comings, do you remember what he would always say? "I yam what I yam, and that's all that I yam." 

In other words… don't get your hopes up; don't expect too much. "I yam what I yam… and that’s all that I am”
· He wasn’t a sophisticated guy… probably wasn’t all that much in touch with his inner child… He wasn’t an educated man…  

· He was just a simple, pipe-smoking, tattoo-wearing, seafaring, sailor man. “Don't get your hopes up,” he'd say. "I yam what I yam. That's all that I yam."
Well, that’s where Moses was at… “God, I’m not the guy for the job. I am what I am and that’s all I’ll ever be… a weathered old shepherd. 

· You’ve got to be looking for someone else! I mean… Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh? I can't do it? ‘I yam what I yam.’”
· And, then, from there, he continues to throw out a number of excuses to God… why he wasn’t “the guy” to pull this off. 

· In fact, let me share just three of these excuses.

The first excuse was, “I don’t have all the answers!”  

Verse 13, “But Moses protested, ‘If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,' they will ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what should I tell them?’" 
· “God… I can’t go before Pharaoh and the people of Israel.  They’d ask me all kinds of questions… questions I’d never be able to answer!”

· Have you ever responded to something God was calling you to with a line like that?  
· “God, I can’t do that because I’ll end up having someone asking all these deep theological questions, which I’d never be able to answer. I won’t know what to say… I’ll look like and idiot… or make you look like an idiot.  Better find someone else, Lord. I am what I am… and that’s all that I am, Lord!”

And yet, God answers Moses in verse 14. He says, "I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to you.

· You, see, Moses keep telling God who he is… God… “I am what I am… and that’s all that I am.” 
· But God says, “I got that, Moses.  Now, let Me tell you who I am.  You see, ‘I am who I am’ and that’s all you’ll ever need!”

Now, remember, a name is more than a way someone can refer to you. It’s something that reflects your character… who you are.
· And so, Moses isn’t just asking for God’s name… He’s asking God about His essential character… about His intentions. 
· He's asking, “Will I have access to You? Will you be responsive? Are You really more powerful? Will You answer prayer? Will You listen? How do I call upon You?”
And so, God answers him… offering Moses two promises that will help encourage him as he stands before Pharaoh and the elders of Israel.
· In verse 18, God first tells Moses that the leaders of Israel “will pay heed… they will accept… what he has to say.”  
· And second, he says in verse 20, “So I will raise my hand and strike the Egyptians, performing all kinds of miracles among them. Then at last he will let you go.”
· You see, Moses… you can trust Me… you can trust Me to be faithful… you can trust Me to hear you… you can trust My power. That’s who I am.
· Now, you would think that would have sealed the deal… but not even a little bit!
Excuse #2: “I May Not Have Their Respect!”  
In chapter 4:1, Moses said, “What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say? For they may say, ‘The Lord never appeared to you.”
· Lord… you couldn’t possibly want me to walk into Pharaoh’s court. If only you asked me to do this forty years ago… but not now… 
· They’ll just laugh at me… they’ll see that I’m just a shepherd… they’ll have no respect for me.
· The sad thing is that God had just told Moses… He had just promised him in verse 18 that “they will pay heed to (accept) what you say.”  
· And yet, now… just minutes later, he’s asking, “What if they don’t listen to me?”  Moses, Moses, Moses!!

Truth is, we all have fears like this that keep us from living out God’s calling in our lives. “God, I couldn’t speak in public… there’s no way!
· What if I embarrass myself? What if I fail? What if I just can’t do it? Sorry, God, I can’t deal with that.
· So, in His grace, God says to Moses in 4:2-4, "What is that in your hand?" ‘A shepherd's staff,’ Moses replied. ’Throw it down on the ground,’ the Lord told him. So Moses threw down the staff, and it turned into a snake! Moses jumped back. Then the Lord told him, ‘Reach out and grab its tail.’ So Moses reached out and grabbed it, and it turned back into a shepherd's staff in his hand.”
You see, God wanted Moses to see how He can turn the most ordinary of things into instruments of his power. 
· If He could do that with a stick… what could he do with someone completely devoted to Him?!
· If He could turn a stick into an instrument of His power… just think about what He could do in and through you as you walk in humility…
·  as you surrender to Him and allow Him to interrupt your life
God is asking you the same way Jesus asked the disciples. “What is that in your hand? You’ve got a few loaves and a few fish? 
· Well… let me show you what I can do with them if you’d just trust me. You don't have to trust Me perfectly - just trust Me enough to give Me what's in your hand.”
· “What that in your hand, David? A few stones? Let me show you how I can use them to take down giants!
· What’s in your hand? You have a few extra dollars lying around? Let me show you how you can help single moms in your area… struggling to survive.
You’ve got a little extra time? You’ve got two hours a week you could give? Then let Him turn those two hours into something that can really touch someone else’s life.
· Seriously… today after the service is a meeting for Arms Around Morris County...
· See what God can do with even a few hours a week!
· He says, “If you trust me enough to reach out your hand, you’ll see how I can turn the ordinary into the amazing.”
Now… You’d think that seeing a wooden staff turn into snake would remind Moses of God’s power… but, just in case… God shows him something else.  
· In verse 6-7 we read, “Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now put your hand inside your cloak." So Moses put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out again, his hand was white as snow with a severe skin disease. "Now put your hand back into your cloak," the LORD said. So Moses put his hand back in, and when he took it out again, it was as healthy as the rest of his body.” 

· Through all of this, God is reminding Moses… and us… of His power… reminding us that we can trust Him no matter what happens. 
· But amazingly, instead of falling to his knees in awe and obedience, Moses comes up with another excuse why he couldn’t possibly stand before Pharaoh!
Excuse #3: “I’m Not a Very Good Communicator.”  
Verse 10 says, “But Moses pleaded with the Lord, "O Lord, I'm not very good with words. I never have been, and I'm not now, even though you have spoken to me. I get tongue-tied, and my words get tangled."   
· The funny thing about this is that back in Acts 7:22, we’re told that “Moses was taught all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was powerful in both speech and action.” 
· But that was a long time ago.

Maybe Moses was one of those who knows what he wants to say… but freezes up in front of people… 
· “I get up in front of people and, oh man…  I can’t seem to collect an intelligible thought if my life depended on it.”
· But, with continuing patience, God says in verses 11-12, “I hear what you’re saying… but don’t worry… you can trust Me… I will be with you as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to say." 
Now, the problem for us is that we want God to give us those words of wisdom before we need them…  

· We want God to start depositing some of His wisdom in our account now… to remove any sense of uncertainty and risk.

· But He doesn’t advance these insights and words. 
· Instead, He’ll give them to you right when you need them… often at the very instant they’re required.

· In other words, God’s saying, “I want you to be willing to trust me… I want you to be willing to step into that situation and rely on Me for the words.”
So, in verse 13, we’re told that Moses again pleaded with God; "Lord, please! Send anyone else.” 
· After all that, he’s still saying… “Anyone but me, Lord! There have got to be more capable people than me, Lord.  
· I mean, why come out to this forsaken patch of wilderness and speak to a sun-baked, leather-skinned old desert-dweller about confronting the world’s most powerful king? 

· It doesn’t make sense, God. I haven’t set foot in Egypt in forty years!”

Do you ever feel that way? Where you feel God’s calling you to something… and your response is, “Who? Me, Lord? There have got to be more capable people out there.”
· And God says, “All I need is a willing, humble heart willing to let me work in and through you.” It’s not about your ministry… it’s about My ministry through you.  
· All you need to do is be at the right place and the right time and I’ll do the rest!”
But Moses doesn’t let up, so, in verses 14-17 we read, “Then the Lord became angry with Moses. "All right," he said. "What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he speaks well. And look! He is on his way to meet you now. He will be delighted to see you. Talk to him, and put the words in his mouth. I will be with both of you as you speak, and I will instruct you both in what to do. Aaron will be your spokesman to the people. He will be your mouthpiece, and you will stand in the place of God for him, telling him what to say.”
You see, Moses kept insisting that someone speak for him… and God answered that prayer.  

· But, the compromise was less than best… and, if you remember the story, Aaron ends up making a real mess of things.

· In fact, it was Aaron who got impatient while Moses was on the mountain and created a golden calf for the people to worship.  

· Pointing to this golden calf, it was Aaron who said, in Exodus 34:4, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.”
God gives Moses what he asked for… though I hope you hear God’s heart in all of this saying, “But, Moses, all you really need is Me. You didn’t need Aaron.”
· And yet, with the promise of Aaron at his side, Moses agrees to take the next step.  

· So, in verse 18, we’re told that “Moses went back home to Jethro, his father-in-law. ‘Please let me return to my relatives in Egypt,’ Moses said. ‘I don't even know if they are still alive.’ ‘Go in peace,’ Jethro replied.” 
But here’s the thing… call me crazy… but doesn’t it seem as though Moses left out a few details here? 

· In other words, even then, Moses couldn’t bring himself to tell his father-in-law about the burning bush…  

· How God had spoken to him… calling him to join in what God is doing to set Israel free from Egyptian captivity.

And yet, God doesn’t give Moses a hard time here. God is so full of grace.  All He asks from us is a willing heart. 

· He doesn’t expect perfection… He doesn’t expect you to have unshakable confidence…  

· He doesn’t expect you to have all the answers, all the ability, and all the courage. 

· He just asks you to be available, and to take that first step of faith toward those opportunities He’s placing before you in your life.

For me, this whole passage of Scripture… this dramatic moment in Moses’ life… hinges on how he’ll respond to his own question in 3:11… where he says to God, 
· “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
· “I mean, really, God… you know who I am… why are you asking me?” 
“Moses, don’t focus on who you are… I know who you are. Focus on who I am.”
· But, God, how could I possibly stand before Pharaoh and lead the Israelites out of Egypt?
· Now, I don’t know what Moses expected God to say… but what God did say seemed to stop Moses in his tracks. He simply said, “I will be with you.”
Apparently, in spite of all God’s promises of power & provision… what moved Moses to accept God’s calling on his life was that simple promise… “I’ll be with you.”
· That doesn’t mean all his fears disappeared… it didn’t mean that he was suddenly filled with unshakable confidence.  
· But it was enough for him to take that next step toward that calling God has laid out before him.
You see… what ultimately made Moses the kind of man God could use wasn’t his skill or self-confidence or great ability to communicate.

· It wasn’t his youthfulness and influence in the world… Instead, it was simply Moses’ willingness to slow down enough to hear from God… 

· It was his willingness, in spite of his fears and inadequacies, to finally discover that it’s not so much about who He is… but who God is.

I’ve shared in the past as we’ve looked at Moses’ life… how he spent the first forty years of his life thinking he was somebody…  

· How he then spent the second forty years of his life discovering that he was nobody.  

· And now, as he enters into his last forty years, he’s just discovering how God can work through a nobody.

Maybe God has something on His heart for you right now.  Perhaps He’s wanting you to connect with what we’re doing amongst the poor in our area. 

· Maybe you’ve felt that in your heart… but you haven’t “turned aside” to see what God is saying to you.

· Maybe he’s just calling you to serve. Whatever it is.  Will you turn aside and listen to what He’s saying? 

Will you trust even the ordinary things in your hand… trusting how He can turn even the ordinary into the extraordinary? 

· In 2 Chronicles 16:9, we read, “The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”
· What is it that God’s been putting in your heart to do? What’s getting in your way?
Maybe, like Moses, you’ve convinced yourself that there’s got to be somebody better for the job out there than you.
· I mean… there’s got to be better Sunday School teachers out there than me… There’s got to be better home group leaders than me.
· But if you’re willing to slow down just enough to hear Him… if you’re willing to allow Him to interrupt your life…
· If you’re willing to surrender to Him and to risk failure…
· And, if you’re willing to offer Him just what’s in your hand… than you can be sure that He’ll turn even the ordinary into the extraordinary.
