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We started talking, two weeks ago, about the weight of unanswered prayer, 
where we focused on reconciling those promises of Scripture, related to 
prayer, to what we often experience in terms of unanswered prayer. 

- In Mathew 7:7, for example, Jesus says, “Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.” 

- Jesus is being pretty clear here… “Ask and it will be given to 
you.” But, if that’s the case, then why does He answer some of 
my prayers while seemingly remaining so silent on others? 

 
When Jesus shared those words, He wasn’t just offering a few empty 
promises to keep us busy in prayer. He means this! 

- In fact, He is 100% committed to releasing what we’re praying 
for. So then, what’s the catch?   

- Well… the truth is Jesus did put a condition on this promise.  
 
If you go back a few verses, Jesus had just offered a prayer we call the 
Lord’s prayer…  

- “Our Father in Heaven, Holy is Your name. Your Kingdom 
come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

- Beyond worship to “our Father in Heaven,” the prayer Jesus 
models for us in the Lord’s prayer…  

- starts with that prayer to see everything “up there” come “down 
here.” 

 
You see, prayer isn’t our opportunity to have our way with God. Instead, 
it’s His invitation to us… to partner with Him  in releasing His will and 
purposes in the world. 

- Prayer is the process by which we’re able to join with God in 
releasing His Kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven. 

- But, if we’re honest, we often get so lost in the immediate 
personal needs in our own lives and those around us, 

- That we loose sight of the heart of prayer… to join with God in 
seeing His Kingdom come… His will be done. 
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- That’s why Jesus explains, in verses 33, that we’re to “Seek 
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.”  

 
You see, to “Seek first His Kingdom”  is to set our hearts to pursue His 
purposes and His will first & foremost. 

- While seeking “His righteousness” is an invitation to God to 
form His character in us.  

- In other words, as our lives are becoming shaped more & more 
by His character & His purposes & His will,  

- the prayers that we pray will reflect, more & more, His Kingdom 
purposes for our own lives and the lives of those around us. 

 
In the same way, Jesus said in John 15:7 that “If you abide in Me and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you.” 

- Again, the promise Jesus is making here is real… “Ask whatever 
you wish and it will be done for you.” 

- It’s like He’s giving us a big blank check! And yet, He shares two 
conditions that need to be in place in order for the check to be 
valid. 

 
The first is that we need to abide in Him… and secondly, His Word 
needs to abide in us.  

- If we’re abiding in Him… and if His Word, His heart, His 
passions are residing in us, than those prayers that come from us 
will reflect His purposes & will. 

- You see, there are a number of reasons Scripture gives for why 
our prayers may not be answered. 

 
But, at the very core of it, I think it’s because of our tendency to see prayer 
as a safety net whenever our safety or security is being threatened. 

- Like it or not, we have to accept that God is not a cosmic 
vending machine where our prayers are like coins to get 
whatever we want.  

- Now, that doesn’t mean that He’s not interested in our own person 
needs… He is completely. 
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- In fact, we see from this same prayer that it’s perfectly fine to 
pray for “our daily bread,”  or, for God’s help to “keep us from 
temptation.”  

 
But, if you only see prayer as a way of getting what you need in order to 
preserve your own safety & security or to maintain our comfort and peace,  

- than you’ll no doubt spend a whole lot time trying to figure out 
either what’s wrong with God or what’s wrong with you. 

- But, at its core, prayer isn’t about our will and our purposes… but 
His.   

- That’s why, in the Garden of Gethsemane, after praying that the 
painful cup of Calvary would pass Him by, Jesus says, “Not My 
will but Yours be done.” 

 
So, how do we live that kind of life… the “Not my will but Yours be 
done” kind of life? 

- It’s an important question, because honestly, guys… it’s exactly 
the kind of life Jesus has called us to. 

- In Romans 14:7-8, Paul says “ For we don’t live for ourselves or 
die for ourselves. If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, 
it’s to honor the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the 
Lord.”  

 
In Philippians 4:10-13, Paul wrote these words to the church in Philippi 
during his first imprisonment in Rome.   

- He says, “How I praise the Lord that you are concerned about me 
again. I know you have always been concerned for me, but you 
didn’t have the chance to help me. Not that I was ever in need, for 
I have learned how to be content with whatever I have.  

- I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have 
learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a 
full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. For I can do 
everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” 

 
Paul said that he learned how to be content… that he’d learned the 
‘secret of living’.   

- And for Paul, that ‘secret’ comes down to one thing… Jesus.   



 

 

4

- You see, at some point, Paul just decided that he wasn’t going to 
live simply to enjoy his circumstances… 

- He wasn’t going to live just to survive or to be comfortable or to 
be entertained or to feel secure. 

- But rather, he was living to enjoy Jesus... to be in His presence. 
 
In his letter to the Galatians, Paul puts it like this.  He says, in 2:20, “My 
old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

- In Romans 6, Paul said, “We know that our old sinful selves were 
crucified with Christ… For when we died with Christ we were set 
free from the power of sin. And since we died with Christ, we 
know we will also live with Him.”   

- In fact, Paul often talks about being crucified in Christ… “dead to 
sin… but alive in Christ.” 

 
Paul said that he learned the secret to living… that whether he had little or 
much, he always had Jesus. 

- And, because Jesus was more than enough for him, he was able to 
live a life of contentment in spite of his circumstances. 

- Truth is, guys, each of us has that decision to make.  Am I going 
to live for myself or my will?  

- Or, am I going to die to myself and live for Christ and His will? 
 
In Matthew 16:24, Jesus said “Whoever wants to be My follower must 
deny himself, take up his cross and follow me.” 

- Then, just a moment later, in verse 38, Jesus said, “Whoever 
doesn’t take up their cross and follow Me is not worthy of me.” 

- Those are hard words. But, I don’t get to preach the passages of 
Scripture that are easy to hear. 

 
When we make Christianity about us, than we inevitably reduce God to 
some cosmic butler whose purpose is to keep us safe, comfortable, and 
well-entertained. 

- And when that doesn’t happen… when we begin to suffer… we 
soon begin to wonder, “What’s wrong with God? Why is he 
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allowing me to suffer? Where are the blessings He’s promised 
me?” 

- When we live out our Christian lives thinking that it’s all about us, 
we’ll inevitably forget that His blessings aren’t found in what He 
gives or takes away… 

- But rather, they’re found as we abide in Him. 
 
You see, sometimes we try to make Scripture say what is simply isn’t 
saying.  

- Paul says, in Philippians 4:19-20 that “God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”  

- We read that and think, “Cool… He’s gonna give me everything I 
need.” 

- But what He’s saying is that God will meet your needs IN 
CHRIST;   

- That the promise of Scripture isn’t that you won’t suffer or that 
you’ll always have what you need. 

 
Instead, the promise of Scripture is Jesus Himself. And so, the only real 
question for us to ask is… “Is that enough?” 

- Paul said “The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

- I shared with you some time ago about the struggle it was when 
my daughter Rebecca was going through severe depression. 

- At one point, she had truly given up… she had lost all hope and 
couldn’t image living through another month.” 

 
It’s easy through times like that to find a Bible promise book… to find 
some verse that will promise that everything will be ok. 

- But there’s no verse in the Bible that could promise that Rebecca 
wouldn’t take her life.  

- Instead, the Bible offers one ultimate promise… and that’s the 
promise of Jesus. 

- And the question we went to sleep with each night and the 
question we woke up to each morning… was… is Jesus enough 
for us. 
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The Christian life isn’t “Jesus plus…” It’s not Jesus plus earthly 
security. Or, “Jesus plus safety,” but rather “Jesus is enough.” 

- If we don’t accept this, than we’ll spend most of our Christian 
lives either compartmentalizing our faith… where our faith in 
Christ is just part of our life; 

- Or, as I’ve said, we’ll most of our Christian life trying to figure 
out either “What’s wrong with God?” or “What’s wrong with us?” 

 
Either way, it’s a domesticated, sanitized version of what we’ve actually 
been called to…  which is the primal , dangerous faith of Jesus…  

- that chooses commitment over compromise, significance over 
safety, and passion over comfort.   

 
You see, if as followers of Christ, we have allowed ourselves to become 
domesticated, then we have lost the power of who we are and who God 
intends for us to be…   

- Because His desire isn’t compliance and conformity… but a 
willingness to walk down whatever path God has marked out for 
you, regardless of the cost. 

- If we’re more concerned with playing it safe and keeping our lives 
tidy and neat, then we’ll never know what Peter experienced 
when he stepped out of the boat on the Sea of Galilee.   

 
He took a huge risk… a risk that could have cost him his life.  But he 
heard Jesus’ call to come to Him… so he got out of that boat.   

- And, even though he ended up falling in… none of the other 
disciples who played it safe that day would ever come close to 
experiencing the joy & marvel  of walking on water. 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a respected theologian and pastor in Nazi 
Germany who had regularly traveled around the world as a popular 
Christian speaker.   

- Just weeks before the Nazis began their reign of terror, Bonhoeffer 
was traveling in America.   

- Wherever he went, people encouraged him to remain here… 
knowing that something terrible was about to happen in Germany. 
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There’s no doubt that if he had stayed here in the States… he would 
have become one of the most respected and influential theologians in 
America. 

- To go back to Nazi Germany would be crazy… but he had to 
answer that Holy Spirit stirring inside himself.   

- Bonhoeffer ended up taking the very last boat from America to 
Germany before the war broke out.  It was a decision that would 
cost him his life.   

 
But truth is, he didn’t know the future… and I doubt that he thought he 
would be a martyr… he just said, “I need to go back to go and be what I’m 
supposed to be… the choice isn’t whether I try and save my life or go back 
to Germany. Jesus said ‘Whoever wants to save his life will lose it.’  I 
don’t have a choice… it is His will.” 
 
When he arrived back to Germany, he found that things were worse than 
ever before. 

- Bonhoeffer began publicly opposing Hitler’s anti-Semitic 
policies and called for wider church resistance to Hitler’s 
treatment of the Jews.   

- The Nazis ordered that he stop preaching and teaching… but he 
didn’t.  

 
He was arrested in 1943 after the money he had been giving to help Jews 
escape to Switzerland was traced back to him.   

- He was held in concentration camps until April 9th, 1945 when he 
was hanged… just three weeks before the Allies came and 
liberated the city. 

- Needless to say, Dietrich Bonhoeffer left behind such a legacy… 
not simply as a theologian and prolific writer…  

- but an impassioned Jesus-follower for whom Jesus was enough. 
 
And yet, even though Jesus called us to this “Not My will but Yours Be 
Done” life, we tend to assume that anything with a high price tag 
couldn’t possibly be His will. 

- Because, come on… when you’re faithful to answer God’s call, 
He blesses you, right? 
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- That’s true… except that we define “blessings” in terms of rest, 
leisure, and convenience. 

 
In fact, we even look at how we’re doing in our relationship with God 
based on how easy our lives are going…  

- that if I’m going through a season where things just seem to all be 
going right, then I must be doing something right with God. 

- At the very least, we can be thankful that God is doing His job! 
- But then, when a challenging or painful season intrudes into our 

lives, we so easily shift back into the “what’s wrong with me / 
what’s wrong with God” line of thinking.   

 
Guys, where did all this come from?  Because let me tell you, a life 
“crucified with Christ”… a life of “taking up His Cross”…  

- Is not always gonna be the easiest life. But He never promised a 
risk-free, easy life!  

- Instead, He promised an abundant life… that comes from living in 
Christ alone! 

 
Look what Jesus said in Luke 9:23, "If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

- And yet somehow, we’ve been shaped by the idea that the safest 
place to be is in the center of God’s will.   

- If that’s true, then someone forgot to tell Peter, who was 
crucified upside down… Or 
o Andrew, Simon, Bartholomew, & Philip  who were 

crucified 
o Clearly James & Paul never got the memo… because they 

were beheaded 
o Matthew & Thomas; speared to death 

 
What about Peter?  You remember that at the Passover supper Jesus 
announced that someone would betray him.  

- Peter cries out in Matthew 25, “No me, Lord… I will lay down my 
life for you.”  But within twelve hours, Peter had denied him three 
times. 
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- But after Jesus’ death and resurrection, Peter and Jesus had 
another conversation… about love and sacrifice.   

 
Three times Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him.  And each time Peter 
adamantly declared his love. 

- And so Jesus took the conversation to a place Peter may not have 
expected.   

- In John 21:17-19 we read, “I tell you the truth, when you were 
younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but 
when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone 
else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.”   

- Then it says, “Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which Peter would GLORIFY God.  Then he said to him, 
‘FOLLOW ME!”   

 
We want to believe that God’s heart is simply for us to always live 
comfortable, stress-free, sacrifice-free lives. 

- But God really does have a different kind of agenda for us… 
because God would never choose for us safety at the cost of 
significance…  

- He would never choose for us comfort over a life that could make 
a difference in this world.  

- He will never just surrender His will and purposes for ours 
just to keep us from complaining.  

 
Let me ask you something.  When it was time for God to choose 
someone to prepare the way for Jesus’ arrival, whom did He choose?    

- Did He choose one of the respected religious elite?  Did He 
choose someone with political or economical clout? No!  

- Instead, He chose someone who had given himself wholly & 
completely to God… He chose John the Baptist. 
  

Well, as we talked about last time, one day John sends his disciples to ask 
Jesus a question... “Are you the one who was to come or should we expect 
someone else?”  (Matthew 11:3).   

- It was a fair question… a question that everyone needs to ask in 
his or her lifetime.  
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- But what’s interesting is that John had already been so certain of 
who Jesus was.  

 
In John 1:29-34 we’re told that as Jesus was walking toward him, John 
says to his own followers, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!”  

- He then says, “I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of 
God.”   

- John had just heard the Father’s voice… “This is My Son, whom I 
love; with Him I am well pleased.” (Matt 3:16-17).  

- At least at that time, there was no doubt in John’s mind who 
Jesus was.   

 
So, why, after all that, would send his disciples to ask Jesus whether he 
was in fact the Son of God?? 

- If you remember, when this happened, time was running out 
for John as he sat in Herod’s prison knowing he was about to die.  

- I mean, if Jesus really is the one whom he had prepared the way 
for then Jesus would certainly save him out of this situation, 
right?   

- “I’m about to die here… and Jesus knows it.  Maybe he isn’t the 
Messiah… maybe I got it wrong.”  Even John struggled with this. 

 
But Jesus sends John’s disciples back to him with this reply: He tells 
John, “Yes, I am the One… but John, I won’t be sparing your life… I wont 
be getting you out of prison. Blessed are you, John, if this does not cause 
you to fall away.”   

- Maybe you’ve struggled with this the way John had… “God, 
you’re not there for me. You didn’t save me from this deep pain. 
Are you really who I’ve always believed you to be?”   

- He then says, “But, Blessed are you, John, if this does not cause 
you to fall away.”   

 
That’s all John needed to hear!  And so, with his dying breath, he 
proclaimed the Good News that Kingdom of God had come. 
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- You see, for John, the center of God’s will wasn’t necessarily a 
safe place.  Living a surrendered life to God cost John the 
Baptist something.   

- And I wont tell you that it wont cost you something… that it 
wont cost you a friendship; that it wont cost you what someone 
thinks about you…  

 
I wont tell you that living a surrendered, “crucified life” in Christ wi ll 
keep your life as tidy & neat as you may like it. 

- It may cost you! But, as Paul said, “our lives are not our own. 
But the life we live is in the Son of God.” 

- And so, we choose to walk down whatever path Jesus leads us on 
regardless of the cost.   

- It’s what the surrendered life looks like… a life where even our 
prayers are molded and shaped by His will and His purposes. 

 
What does this mean for us? Well… just what it meant for John… “Not 
my will but Yours be done!” 

- It means that if we want to see our prayer lives turned upside 
down than we need to “Seek first His Kingdom and His 
righteousness.” 

- It means that we need to align ourselves around His purposes, 
not our own. 

 
As Kingdom people, we need to embrace God’s word in Isaiah 55:8 that 
His ways are not our ways…  

- that He has a plan deeper & richer than any we could devise. 
- It means that we order our lives around the person of Jesus Christ 

who has a divine assignment for our lives that runs so much 
deeper than our desire for comfort & security. 

 
Now keep in mind I’m not saying that we should value poverty or a life of 
asceticism as something spiritual. 

- The Christian ascetic assumes that Jesus wants us to live with 
only the most basic of roofs over our heads and with just the 
clothes on our backs. 
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- But what Scripture tells us is that none of that is for us to 
decide.  

- Instead, we’re called surrender everything to Jesus… and allow 
Him to give us back what He chooses to give us back… when He 
wants to give it. 

 
So, what about Paul?  Was a surrendered, “Not my will but Yours be 
done” life always a safe bet for Paul?   
 
If you read about Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, God told Ananias down in 
Damascus that he was to greet Paul when he enters into the city. 

- Now, of course, Ananias is terrified b/c he’s heard of how Paul 
had been persecuting the church.   

- But look at what God says in Acts 9:15… “And I will show him 
how much he must suffer for me.” 

 
Let me read you a few verses from 2 Corinthians 11 (verses 23-27). 

- “I have been put in prison… been whipped times without number, 
and faced death again and again. 24 Five different times the Jewish 
leaders gave me thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten 
with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. 
Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. 26 I have 
traveled on many long journeys. I have faced danger from rivers 
and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the 
Jews, as well as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the 
cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I have faced danger 
from men who claim to be believers but are not.  27 I have worked 
hard and long, enduring many sleepless nights. I have been 
hungry and thirsty and have often gone without food. I have 
shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm.” 

 
Its not that Paul wanted to suffer… no sane person would.  And yet, in the 
end, Paul understood that God’s assignments are always good even 
when they’re hard. 

- None of those things were on his bucket list. But Paul didn’t make 
decisions about his life…  
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- about what he would or wouldn’t do… based on whether it 
was comfortable or dangerous.  

- He simply chose to trust God and to walk the path Jesus had 
called him to.   

 
Again, it’s not more spiritual to suffer.  I think Rick Warren is living the 
surrendered life… with a church of 42g people and one of the best selling 
books of all time. 

- The surrendered life is about giving EVERYTHING to Him, and 
allowing Him to give back whatever He wants whenever He 
wants. 

- But again, even though we might agree with that for someone else, 
after adversity hits us for a little longer than we’re comfortable… 

- After our comfort and security is threatened, we tend to shift back 
into the “what’s wrong with me/what’s wrong with God” mode. 

 
That’s not where Stephen was at.  If anyone understand that the safest 
place to be certainly wasn’t in the center of God’s will, it was Stephen! 

- Almost out of nowhere, he’s chosen by the disciples to oversee 
the distribution of food to the widows.   

- But because of the influence he’s having praying over the sick 
and leading people to Christ, he ends up standing before the 
Sanhedrin... preaching his first and last sermon.  

- In Acts 7:55, we read, “ But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 
gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
he saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God's right hand.”  

 
You see, what’s so powerful about this, by the way, is that everywhere 
else in the NT, whenever we see Jesus described in heaven, he is always 
SEATED at the right hand of God. 

- To be seated is to have completed your work, to be that ruler 
under whose feet everything else has been placed.  

- But here Jesus is STANDING. Why? I think Jesus stood in order 
to applaud his son—the standing ovation of our Savior.   

- And just as Stephen confessed Jesus before men, so Jesus stood 
there confessing Stephen before the Father. 
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There was a man who submitted His will to the will of Christ… a man 
who answered God’s call on his life in spite of the costs.   

- He was a man with an amazing reputation… a man full of life.   
- But the life he lived was not his own. He lived not to himself… 

not for the sake of satisfying His own needs and desires… to 
Christ’s. 

- And for that, Jesus stood in thunderous applause.   
 
Then, as you read in verse 59-60, the Sanhedrin dragged Stephen outside 
the city…  

- “And as they stoned him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.’ And he fell to his knees, shouting, ‘Lord, don’t charge them 
with this sin!’ And with that, he died.” 

 
Maybe you’re wondering why God allowed the life of such a courageous 
and faithful young man to be cut off so soon?  

- Couldn’t Stephen have done so much more if God allowed him to 
live?  

- Well, we don't know all the reasons God allowed this.  
- We only know that Stephen, the first Christian martyr, had simply 

chosen to live His life according to God’s plan, not his own. 
 
And the fruit of that, while obviously not always an easy life, was a truly 
meaningful and remarkable life. 

- Guys, it is unlikely that any of us will ever suffer like Stephen or 
Peter or Paul.   

- But it isn’t the amount of suffering that makes your faith 
authentic. It isn’t how much you have or don’t have.  

- It’s simply the willingness to live a completely surrendered life, 
crucified with Christ… 

- Where it’s no longer I who live, but Christ in me. 
  

Will it cost you something?  Honestly, I can’t imagine that it won’t.  But 
when it does… when you risk embarrassment by sharing with your co-
worker about Jesus… 

- When you choose to follow first and foremost after Him rather 
than the American dream…  
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- When you allow your life to be interrupted by the needs of 
those around you and around the world… 

 
When you choose to walk that path that He has set for you rather than 
the one you’d prefer to walk… 

- Then know that, even if no one else sees your faithfulness, that 
Jesus STANDS for you in heaven.   

- And not only Jesus… but the “great cloud of witnesses” which 
the writer of Hebrews speaks about in 12:1. 

 
In Hebrews 11 we read about how so many in the early church had 
suffered… 

- “Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained 
and put in prison…”   

- “They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to 
death by the sword.  They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and mistreated….” 

- But then it says this… “the world was not worthy of them.” 
 
Guys… Maybe you were told that in becoming a follower of Jesus your 
life would somehow get easier…  

- That you would somehow be spared from the painful challenges of 
life. Those things aren’t true.   

- Jesus never made those promises.  What He did ask us was 
whether we would come and follow Him…  

- He said, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save 
it.”  

 
So, how will I answer Him?  How will you answer Him?  Will you trust 
Him enough to walk down the path He’s set out for you… regardless of 
the cost? You see… 

- In order to embrace prayer as the core process by which we join 
with Him  in releasing His Kingdom here on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
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- Prayer is His invitation to partner with Him in releasing His will 
and purposes in the world. 

 
But that begins with a surrendered life… where we’re abiding in Him  
as His word resides in us… 

- Where we seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness… 
where we’re our hearts are being shaped by His heart & His 
purposes for our lives and for the world around us. 

- You see, it’s the surrendered life that validates the blank check 
Jesus has given us in prayer. 

 
So, this morning, I want to invite you to join with me in saying yes to the 
“Not my will but Yours be done” life that Jesus has called us to. 


