
“Too Wonderful for Words” 
December 13th, 2015 

 

 

Can you believe we’re just twelve days away from Christmas? It’s 
amazing! For weeks we get ready for Christmas… getting our homes all 
decorated…  

- baking cookies, planning family gatherings, spending hours 
figuring out what gifts to buy the different people in our lives… 

- Then even more hours shopping in crowded malls, dealing with 
endless traffic…  

- not to mention all the time we spend wrapping gifts and trying 
to get even a couple Christmas cards out in time. 

 
And yet, all of that craziness… for me… is nothing compared to joy I 
feel each year as our little family gathers around the tree on Christmas 
morning to open presents. 

- When my girls were younger, they’d start poking Joyce and I 
around 6am to wake up and get started with the presents. 

- Their excitement was so contagious… as they’d run toward 
the tree and throw themselves on the floor in front of all the 
gifts.   

- But even though, as teenagers, they now tend to sleep a few 
more hours before waking up… when they do, its still great. 

 
For me, it’s not about the presents… but just the reminder that, with all 
of our quirks and issues, that Jesus has made us a family! 

- And yet, let’s be honest… for them, the presents are definitely 
a big part of it!  

- I mean, especially during their pre-teenage years, you could just 
feel the anticipation, as they both waited for the ok to fight past 
all that wrapping paper to get to their gifts. 

- And so, with the Christmas music turned on and cameras in 
hand, we’d give them the nod. And believe me… they were off!   

 
And, if all that weren’t enough, a few hours later, my mom and dad 
would come over with another round of gifts. It was great! 

- And when my parents arrived, one of the first thing they’d ask 
the girls was, “So, what was your favorite Christmas present?”   
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- Of course, they used to go through each of their new toys or 
dolls or games… but now, it's a new pair of boots, makeup, etc. 

- A few years ago, my mom actually blew the girls away when 
she walked into the house with a brand new puppy for them! 

- They were SO happy. Unfortunately, after a few months I gave 
the dog back to my mom because he wouldn’t stop pooping on 
our carpets!! 

 
Of course, finding that special something for your someone special can 
be a bit challenging at times… 

- And, if it has been for you, than I’ve come up with some 
possibilities that you might want to include on your last-minute 
Christmas gift list. 

- Perhaps if you’re looking for something to get for me, knowing 
how much I love to tailgate at sporting events, you might want 
to consider the $150,000 “Woody Tailgate Trailer”  … 

- which sports a top-notch entertainment system including a large 
screen 4k curved TV with a wifi hot-spot, a Roku box, and a 
state of the art sound system. 

 
Of course, if you feel as though Clint has been especially good this year, 
he might appreciate a new Bugatti Veyron, which will run about $2.4 
million.  

- In fact, Beyonce’ bought her man, Jay-Z a few years ago! 
- If going from zero to sixty in 2.6 seconds isn’t fast enough, for 

just $200,000 you can book a seat for Matt on the Virgin 
Galactic, 

- Guaranteeing that he’ll be among the first 500 people to fly in 
space. 

 
Now, if entertainment here on earth is more your thing, $30,000 can buy 
your special someone a tiny on-stage part in Annie on Broadway.  

- Or you can just stick to a traditional his-n-her watch set from 
Neiman Marcus that goes for a mere 1.1 million dollars… 

- But, if that seems a bit high, then just know that these watches 
come with two business class tickets to Paris and Geneva to 
tour the company’s watchmaking workshop. 

 



 3

For the music lover in the family, you can always try the diamond-
studded Dr. Dre Beats headphones at just over $1million dollars! 

- Or, if you’re wanting to get a more practical gift for that 
someone special with an iPhone 6, 

- there’s always the 2.7 million dollar Amosu case… with 6000 
small diamonds embedded on an 18k gold shell!  

 
Now, needless to say, these kinds of gifts are all pretty amazing, right? 
And yet, I would still never use the expression, “too wonderful for 
words,” to describe them. 
 
I mean even though we may not be able to find quite the right words to 
describe them, I assure you the manufacturers can.  

- In fact, they’ll spend lots of money describing them in ritzy 
magazine ads… 

- Trying to entice the uber-wealthy into believing that they or 
their kids simply couldn’t live another day without them.  

 
But let me ask you, have you ever received a gift that really was “too 
wonderful for words”? I thought about that quite a bit this week.   

- What kind of gift would be completely beyond description? 
- Well, in spite of whatever gifts we’ll have under the tree this 

Christmas morning,  
- I’d like to talk about what the Apostle Paul describes, in 2 

Corinthians 9:15, as a gift “too wonderful for words.”  
 
Now as 2 Cor. 9 begins, Paul starts out by thanking the church in 
Corinth for the generous gift they had given him to help out the 
impoverished Christians in Jerusalem. 

- But then, in verse 15, he shifts to the incredible gift God has 
given all of us in sending Jesus into the world as our Savior and 
Redeemer.  

- And yet, as he begins to describe all that God has given us in 
Christ, the words just aren’t there.   

- So, he simply writes, "Thank God for this gift too wonderful for 
words!"  

 
At this time of the year we do our best to depict the wonderfulness of 
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God’s gift of Jesus to us.  
- Musicians have composed some of their greatest music trying to 

describe the majesty of Jesus’ birth… 
- Handel’s "Messiah," & hymns like "O Holy Night," "Silent 

Night," "O Little Town of Bethlehem," “Grandma Got Run 
Over By a Reindeer!”  

- Poets & painters & sculptors have all taken up the tools of 
their trade to express the awesomeness of this gift of God’s 
love.   

 
And yet, no matter what songs or works of art we’ve been able to craft, 
the reality of Jesus… who He is and what He’s done…  

- simply remains indescribable!  And so, Paul writes, "Thank God 
for this gift too wonderful for words."   

- Now, I’m sure there are many reasons why Paul would consider 
this gift of Jesus to be so beyond description…  

- though, this morning, I’d like to just share four.   
 
First, He’s too wonderful for words…  
 
I. BECAUSE OF HIS AWESOME POWER 
 
Perhaps as well as anyone who has ever lived, the Apostle Paul 
marveled over the reality of Christmas.   

- How Jesus came into this world… born in that dirty stable, 
laying in a feeding trough on a bed of straw. 

- How this baby would rise from the cradle, to the cross, to 
receive the crown of glory.  How do you describe this?   

 
How do you describe not only the gift of a baby… but a baby who just 
happens to be the One who created the earth and all that is in it with just 
a thought and a breath? 

- Ps 19:1 says that the “heavens declare the glory of God; and 
their expanse declares the work of His hands.” 

- If the sky is clear tonight, you’ll be able to catch a glimpse of 
the Geminid Meteor Shower lighting up the sky with as many 
as 100-150 “shooting stars” every hour. 
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This incredible spectacle comes around each year at this time as the 
earth makes its rotation around the sun.  

- Basically, this meteor shower is made up of tiny particles left 
behind in space by comets zooming by.   

- When the particles enter our atmosphere, they vaporize 
producing the streaks we call “Shooting Stars”.  It’s Amazing! 

 
I wonder, sometimes, if we stop often enough to consider just how 
amazing this world God’s created really is.   

- Just think of the Earth… 8000 miles around. If you were to 
tunnel to it core,  

- you would find raging infernos reaching temps of over 9000°.  
- Yet, somehow the snow continues to accumulate through the 

winter season. 
 
Look at the sun!  At the center of our solar system, it’s nearly 110 times 
larger than the earth. 

- The core temp of our sun is 27 million degrees… yet its 
surface temp of 9500 degrees keeps us at just the right 
temperature even though it’s 93 million miles away. 

 
Consider the expanse of our Galaxy.  Astronomers tell us that the 
distance from one end of the Milky Way to the other is 100,000 light 
years… and contains over 2 billion stars. 

- And yet, Psalm 147:4 says the “He counts the number of stars 
and calls each of them by their names.” 

- Isaiah says in 40:12, that the Lord measures the waters in the 
palm of his hand and measured the heavens against the span of 
His hand. I mean… 

- We attempt to measure the distance between galaxies with the 
world’s most sophisticated instruments; God measures them by 
the span of His hand. 

 
Paul tells us in Colossians 1:16 that through Jesus, “all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by 
him and for him.” 

- How could Paul describe Jesus, the author of this creation, as 
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anything but “too wonderful for words?  
- But He’s also beyond description… 

 
II. BECAUSE OF HIS NATURE  
 
Paul also calls Jesus "too wonderful for words" because of His nature.  I 
mean, what words could you use to describe how our amazing God… 

- clothed Himself in human flesh and came into this world to 
become our Immanuel… God with Us?  

- How do you describe One who chooses to leave the 
coronations of heaven for the condemnations of earth? 

 
How do you describe the One who spoke the universe into existence… 
who formed the sun in the palm of His hand and set it ablaze to serve 
as a furnace to keep His children warm? 

- How do you describe the One who leaves the glory of heaven 
to lovingly pursue those who have rejected Him? 

- In Phil 2:7-8 Paul wrote that the God of the universe “emptied 
Himself, taking the very nature of a servant... And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death-- even death on a cross!”  

- How do you describe this gift of love? Paul says that we 
can’t… that He’s indescribable.  

 
III. BECAUSE OF HIS SACRIFICIAL PURPOSE IN COMING TO 
EARTH 
 
�Third, I think Paul also saw Jesus as beyond description because of 
the very purpose of His coming to earth.  

- The Prophet Isaiah announced in Isaiah 7:14 that “the Lord 
himself will give them a sign: The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”    

- Isaiah later tells us what this child would do… in chapter 61 he 
writes that thru this child’s life ,  

- the brokenhearted would find peace, the captives would find 
freedom, and prisoners will be set free from the darkness. 

 
And so He comes out of eternity into our world… from omnipresence 
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and omnipotence… to the limitations of man… 
- To be, as Paul writes in I Tim 2:16, a “ransom for us so that 

thru Him, we can walk in fellowship with our Heavenly 
Father.” 

- This is why we celebrate Christmas.  We celebrate the fact that 
Jesus came into our world to save us.   

 
But He not only came to save us from something, He came to save us 
TO something…  

- and that is the relationship that God always intended us to share 
with Him… a relationship of friendship, Fatherhood, intimacy, 
Sonship.   

- How would you even begin to describe the love that’s behind 
this?   

 
Paul wrote that the wages of our sin is death… that the result of what 
we do will lead to eternal separation from God. 

- God isn’t one to change His mind… so He embraces the only 
option left… sending His own Son to pay the penalty for our 
sin. 

- So, He comes into the world, God incarnate, to pay the debt we 
were supposed to pay. 

- Paul writes in 2 Cor. 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, so that you, thru His poverty, might become 
rich.”  

 
What does it mean, “He became poor”?  It means that He gave up His 
honor & glory… He let go of His position,  

- He relinquished all the riches of heaven, in order to b/c one of 
us, in order to save us from our sins. 

- That’s why the angel told Mary to name this baby, “Jesus,” 
which means “God Saves”. 

- He gave up that glory… in order to become a human baby.   
 
Think of it... coming as an adult would be humiliating enough… to 
give up the glory of heaven to become a man. 

- But instead he became a baby… not even a royal baby… but a 
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peasant child born to poverty and want… 
- utterly dependent on those whom He Himself created. 

 
He grew up in the poorest of towns… and, while he had a great mom 
and dad, Joseph and Mary were not perfect.  

- They were extraordinarily godly… and yet, they weren’t all 
knowing or all wise.   

- They were just two inexperienced parents doing the best they 
could.  

- Certainly, there were times when Joseph had a bad day at work 
and yelled at Jesus for no reason. 

 
There must have been times when Mary disciplined Jesus unfairly out of 
anger or frustration. 

- And yet God Incarnate remained perfectly obedient to His 
imperfect parents. 

- He had to subject Himself to them… to their imperfections.   
- He had to obey & respect them even when he knew they were 

wrong… or when they were acting foolishly or sinfully.   
- All while the Angels of Heaven, who had watched Jesus as He 

created the universe, are now watching Him have His diaper 
changed! 

 
Why would He do this? He never grumbled or complained.  Instead, 
He humbled Himself and willingly yielded to their authority over Him. 

- But His humility didn’t end with His birth or childhood .   
- Ultimately, He would humble Himself by dying on the cross for 

our sins.  No one took His life… instead, He laid it down 
freely. 

- In fact, Hebrews 12:2 says that it was “for the joy set before 
Him that He endured the cross, disregarding its shame” so that 
we can have life. 

- And what did we do to deserve this?  Nothing.  
 
IV. BECAUSE OF HIS EFFECT ON US 
 
�Lastly, this gift of Jesus is “too wonderful for words” because of His 
effect on us… because of what all this means in our everyday & 
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eternal lives. 
- Let me ask you something?  How many of you could tell me 

what your favorite Christmas present was from last year? 
- Very few of you can, right?  You see, as special as those gifts 

are under our Christmas trees each year,  
- the truth is, that very few of them will ever make a real 

difference in your life. 
- And yet, the indescribable gift of Christmas is something we 

simply can’t forget... because it can forever change our lives.  
- Through it… 

 
A. We are reminded that God really does love us. 
 
In one Peanuts cartoon, Lucy comes in where CB is standing and says, 
“Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown. ‘Tis the Season of peace on earth 
and good will toward men.  Therefore I suggest we forget all our 
differences and love one another.”  

- Charlie Brown, whose face lights up, says, “That’s wonderful, 
Lucy.  I’m so glad you said that.  But tell me, do we have to love 
each other only at this season of the year?  Why can’t we love 
each other all year long?” 

- Lucy replies, “What are you, a fanatic or something?” 
 
You see, when it comes to loving us… God’s love is a bit fanatical… 
because His love… well… it never quits, it never gives out! 

- It’s a stubborn love that keeps on loving even when we may 
appear or when we may, in fact, be so unlovable.  

- That baby born into this world with one sole purpose… to die 
on the Cross of Calvary… is the greatest statement of love the 
world will ever know . 

- Through the gift of Jesus… 
 
B. We are also reminded of the joy we really can have in Him. 
 
In the “Grinch that stole Christmas”, the Grinch goes to Whoville to 
steal all the trappings of Christmas b/c he doesn’t want people to have a 
happy Christmas. 

- And so, on Christmas Eve, while everyone is asleep, he goes 
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and steals all their presents & trees & tinsel & lights & turkey 
dinners. 

- He takes everything about Christmas from their homes and 
hides them in a cave high on a hill. 

- But to his amazement and frustration, on Christmas morning, 
the people of Whoville, young and old alike, join their hands 
and begin to sing and rejoice in celebration of Christmas. 

- Show Video 
 
The message of the story is that their joy at Christmastime doesn’t 
depend upon presents or trees or tinsel or lights. 

- Now, Dr. Suess doesn’t tell you where Christmas joy comes 
from.  But I will .   

- It comes from a God who so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son to come and live among us and die for us 
so that we can have lives both abundant and eternal. 

- Lastly, through the gift of Jesus… 
 
C. We are reminded of the peace we can have in Him. 
 
There wasn’t much joy that night in Bethlehem when Joseph & Mary 
arrived… and there certainly wasn’t very much peace.   

- Like people around us today, many of those who arrived in 
Bethlehem were filled with hopelessness & despair. 

- But, His coming into this world should remind us that this 
Prince of Peace is here to pour out His peace on us…  
o A peace that can give us confidence in the midst of 

adversity… 
o A peace that reminds us that He is still on the throne and 

in control of our lives. 
o That He is still so passionate in His love toward us… so 

near to us… so desirous to heal & save & be heard. 
 
I’ve shared with you before about a man who had lost his wife, leaving 
him to be both mother and father to a six-year-old son.   

- After her funeral, the father and son came home, both feeling so 
alone and broken by their loss. 

- That night as they prepared for bed, the boy asked, “Daddy, can 
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I sleep in your room tonight?” 
- So, together in bed they tried to fall asleep, but neither of them 

could. 
 
Finally, the little boy asked, “Daddy, are you looking at me?  B/c if you 
are, I think I can go to sleep.” 

- And the father answered, “Yes son, I’m looking at you.” And so 
the little boy slowly began to fall asleep.  

- After he was asleep, the father got out of bed and walked over 
to the window and pulled back the curtain.   

- He looked up into the starry sky and said, “Father, are you 
looking at me?  B/c if you are, I think I can rest and be a 
peace.” 

 
You see, we celebrate Christmas because it reminds us that God is not 
only looking at us, but that He’s embracing us… 

- that God came to us in Christ on that first Christmas… that He 
is present with us…and that He loves us with an everlasting, 
unconditional love…  

- and that His joy & peace can be ours… as we make room in 
our hearts for Him. 

 
WORSHIP TEAM  
 
God’s gift of Jesus really is beyond description. But the Good News is 
that you don’t have to be able to describe Him to accept Him. 

- If you’re not sure whether you’ve really accepted Jesus into 
your heart, know that this gift “too wonderful for words,” is 
not just for other people… but, for you. 

- If I give you a gift, all you need to do is accept it.  God doesn’t 
want you to try and pay Him back for it… He just wants you to 
accept it. 

- And we accept it by simply inviting Jesus into our hearts, 
receiving the forgiveness purchased for us at Calvary.  

 
If you know Jesus as your Savior King this morning, yet feel far from 
Him, I want to encourage you to follow that star back to the manger 
just as the Wise Men did…  
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- and take a look at that baby like it was your very first 
time… seeing Him again as the indescribable gift He is. 

- 2000 years ago, Joseph and Mary were told that there was no 
room at the inn.  But you know, we are often just like that 
innkeeper.  

- Jesus comes to us each and every moment of the day, knocking 
on the door of our hearts, yet there is so little room in our very 
crowded lives. 

 
So, let’s purpose right now, together, to make room, in the inn of our 
hearts, more than ever before, for the indescribable gift of Jesus… this 
Christmas. 


