
 

 

GOING BOLD! 
April 24th, 2016 

 
I don’t know what comes to your mind or what you feel when you hear 
the word, “church”.  

- Maybe the just the idea of church makes you think of the 
bruises you used to get as your mother kept pinching you to 
keep you from falling asleep during the service. 

- Maybe your only experience with church or Christians was 
what you saw on TV... whether it was slick TV preacher or a 
Bible thumbing character like the “Church Lady” on SNL. 

 
Now, when I was a kid, my folks took me to the Armenian Apostolic 
church. In fact, I went there till I was about eight years old. 

- Let’s just say it wasn’t any barrel of laughs!  First  off, the 
whole service was in Armenian. I didn’t understand a thing! 

- Secondly, you weren’t allowed to eat till after the service.  
- So, not only was I an inch from slipping into a boredom coma 

each week, but I was starving as well. 
- Then, during the service, the priest would lead us in communion.  

 
And, while I was grateful for the little piece of bread I could snack on, 
before you could take communion, 

- The priest would first read through a long list of sins we might 
have committed during the week.  

- Honestly, I couldn’t pronounce half of those sins let along 
commit them!  

- But I would have confessed to a quadruple homicide if it meant 
getting my hands on a bowl of Fruit Loops! 

 
Truth is, whether you have a long history of church-going or whether 
you’re still iffy about it, we all have some idea of what church is. 

- But regardless of what our idea of church is, it’s important to 
understand the church the way it was created to be. 

- You see, from the very beginning, the church began as a 
movement…  It wasn’t created as a building  or hierarchy or 
as an institution … It was a movement!  
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Two thousand years ago, about a hundred or so people hit the streets of 
Jerusalem with a unique message that centered around a incredible event. 

- You see, the church wasn’t founded on a set of teachings or a 
list of activities but around an event… 

- And that event was the resurrection of Jesus Christ! And, along 
with the reality of that event came a mission given to us by 
Jesus in Acts 1:8… 

- To bring this message throughout Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria 
and to the remotest parts of the world. 

 
Believe me… this brand new, incredibly diverse, Spirit-empowered 
gathering called “the Church”… 

- They understood that they were called to so much more than 
just an inward focused community. 

- But rather, they came together as a movement, utterly 
committed to the message and ministry of the resurrected Christ. 

- So, they hit the streets, and started speaking to people about 
Jesus…  
 

The same Jesus who had been crucified just a few hundred yards 
through the gate and to the left of where they were standing… 

- The One who rose from the dead just a hundred yards down 
the road and to the right…  

- Not 200 years ago, not 20 years ago, but just 2 months earlier! 
- And suddenly, there was all this activity  and energy and 

excitement as this gathering of Jesus followers grew and grew.  
 
To be part of the church was to be part of that incredible community 
who organized their lives around the person & mission of Jesus. 

- You see, the idea of “church as a building” or “church as 
hierarchy or institution” would have made no sense to them. 

- If you told one of those early believers that you were “going to 
church,” they simply wouldn’t have understood! “How can you 
go to church?” 
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And so, as that early gathering of Jesus followers hit the streets of 
Jerusalem that day, people began to embrace Jesus in huge numbers. 

- In fact, in Acts 2, we’re told that 3000 people gave their lives to 
Jesus that day alone. 

- Within a few weeks, another two thousand people become part 
of this Kingdom movement. 

- And, by the time we reach the part of the story we’ll be looking 
at today, in Acts 4 & 5, we’re told that 5000 men alone had 
surrendered their lives to the resurrected Christ. 

 
Over 10% of the population of Jerusalem at the time became part of this 
movement. 

- And it had nothing to do with buildings or an institution but an 
incredible message that just two months earlier… 

- Jesus was handed over to the authorities… that He was 
crucified and buried… 

- and raised from the dead three days later. 
 
In fact, nearly all of those people were either eyewitnesses of all of this 
or had a close family member… 

- who had seen Jesus heal someone or set someone free. They 
were eyewitnesses of these things.  

- The problem, though, was that in Jerusalem, there was a very 
delicate balance of power between Rome… and the Jewish 
authorities who ran the temple. 

 
This balance of power was necessary in order to maintain the peace. But 
now that peace was being disrupted by all this talk of Jesus…  

- and this brand new movement of those who were gathering 
together in His name. 

- And so, in order to calm things down, the temple leaders tried 
to suppress this movement. 

 
In Acts, chapter 4, Peter and John were arrested and spent the night in 
jail.  

- That next morning, they were brought before just about every 
religious leader in Israel, including Annas, the high priest. 
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- They demanded, in verse 7, to know in whose name they had 

healed a crippled man the day before. 
 
Guys… Peter & John were simple men… nothing like this had ever 
happened to them.  

- I mean, no one could have blamed them if they would have 
buckled under the pressure a bit.  

- In fact, Peter did buckle under the pressure just a few months 
earlier when he denied Jesus three times. 

 
But now, in verse 10, we’re told that Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit , 
looked at all of the rulers & elders & religious leaders of Israel and said, 

- “Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel 
that this once crippled man was healed by the powerful name 
of Jesus Christ, the man you crucified but whom God raised 
from the dead.” 

- They were furious!  But there was nothing they could do.  
 
They said, in verse 16, “We can’t deny that they have performed a 
miraculous sign. Everyone in Jerusalem knows about it.”   

- In fact, the once-crippled man who had been healed was 
standing right there with them… there was just no denying it. 

- So, in verse 18, we’re told that “they called the apostles back 
and commanded them to never again speak or teach in the 
name of Jesus.” 
 

And after that, Peter & John gathered together with the other 
believers and told them what the rulers and elders had said to them. 

- And, believe me, they all took those threats seriously.  
- These religious leaders proved they weren’t bluffing  when, 

two months earlier, they had Jesus crucified.  
 
So, in Acts 4:29, all the believers prayed together…“Lord, keep us safe 
as we wait in our homes till things quiet down.”   

- No! Listen to what they prayed… 
- “ Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to 

speak Your word with great boldness.”  
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I mean, come on! Boldness is what just got them thrown in jail… they 
still smell like jail … and yet, they’re praying for more boldness?!   

- Verse 30… “Stretch out Your hand (God) to heal and perform 
signs and wonders through the name of your servant Jesus.” 

- And then what did they do? They went back onto the streets, 
speaking the name of Jesus… risking getting thrown back in 
prison. 

 
So, let me ask you… are you willing to pray a prayer  like that? Are 
you willing to ask God for boldness to speak His name? 

- Are you willing to risk  praying for someone who is sick? 
- Are you willing to ask God for courage to share a word of 

knowledge with someone in the power of the Holy Spirit?  
 
Honestly, there are Christians in certain parts of the world, that, if they 
were able to listen to some of our prayers, they’d gasp. 

- “Lord Jesus, bless us as we travel… and help us to have a safe 
trip…”  

- Now, there’s nothing wrong with that prayer… but, “bless us as 
we travel?” Really? Travel where? to Disney World? 

- Why are you Americans so concerned about your safety & 
comfort?  

 
You’re not afraid of bungee jumping off a 1000-foot bridge, but just the 
idea of asking your grieving neighbor if you can pray for them sends 
you running with fear. 

- How much safety do you want? You have helmets for your 
bikes, seatbelts and air bags for your cars,  

- and the safest roads in the world. I mean think about it, guys… 
- We live life with every kind of insurance, with every kind of 

safety mechanism, with the best health care in the world. 
 
We also live life with the least to fear in terms of persecution and 
retaliation for our faith. 

- And you’d think that all those things would maybe release us 
to be bolder in our witness… but they don’t. 
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- Instead, all of it only serves to make us more timid. In fact, 

we just might be the least bold believers in all the world. 
 
Truth is, the pursuit of safety & comfort & stuff  have eroded the 
impact we’re meant to have by eroding our boldness. 

- And without boldness, we’re left impotent to carry out the 
mission of Jesus… to go and testify of His life and love. 

- And, what keeps us from that… fear of persecution? 
Imprisonment? Beatings? No…  

- “What if they don’t like me?” “What if I embarrass myself?” 
What if I don't have the answer to one of their questions? 

 
And then what do we do? We start complaining about how closed 
people are to Jesus. 

- But, how do we know that? If we’re not really sharing, than 
how do we know if people are open or closed? 

- We simply make the one assumption that allows us a guilt-
free reason to keep quiet. 

 
Guys, at the very least, we need to give away what was given to us. 
We’re all here become someone risked sharing with us… 

- And they shared with you because someone shared with them.  
- You see, from that opening day of the Church on Pentecost, 

2000 years ago, the torch that Jesus first lit was passed along 
from generation to generation. 

- We’re here because that light has been lit in our life. Let’s NOT 
be the ones who chose to keep that light to ourselves. 

 
Guys… let’s not loose our boldness! Let’s not loose our love for those 
who don’t know Jesus. 

- In 1 Timothy 1:8, Paul admonished Timothy to “Not be 
ashamed of the testimony of the Lord.” 

- Let’s not be ashamed of the testimony of Christ in our lives. 
 
So let’s bring this back to the Book of Acts, chapters 4 & 5. Peter and 
John are arrested and are let go the next day… 
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- With a command to not mention the name of the Lord Jesus 

again. 
- So, the church disperses for fear that the people around 

them wont like them any more. NO! They gather together…  
- And they pray for boldness, again, after which they hit the 

streets again, sharing the Good News of Jesus… again! 
 
More and more people embrace this message… and word gets out of 
Jerusalem that things are happening.  

- Large numbers of people are traveling into Jerusalem with their 
sick relatives and friends because they had heard… 

- that these Jesus followers were praying for the sick the way 
Jesus did and they were getting healed. 

 
And, because of this, the delicate balance the Jewish religious leaders 
were working hard to preserve between them and Rome…  

- was getting all messed up. So, now, they sent the temple guards 
out to arrest ALL  the disciples. 

- To intimidate them, they have them thrown in prison 
overnight. But during the night, an angel comes and lets them 
out of the jail.  

 
So, when the religious leaders call for them the next morning, they’re 
not there. So, where were they? Take a guess!  

- Luke tells us that they were out preaching the name of Jesus in 
the temple!  

- Well… now the religious leaders are furious! So they send the 
temple guards again to get them.  

 
But there are so many people engulfed around them that the temple 
guards are afraid. 

- In fact, they’re terrified that if they try and arrest them  that 
the people will stone them.  

- So, they work their way to Peter saying, “Peter… we were sent 
to arrest you… but there’s no way we can do that. Can you sort 
of, well, arrest yourself?” 
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So, Peter and the disciples, lead the temple guards back to the 
Sanhedrin where they place themselves under arrest! 

- That’s where we’re gonna pick up our story… in Acts 5:27.  
- “ The apostles were brought in and made to appear before the 

Sanhedrin (the lawyers) to be questioned by the high priest.” 
 
Verse 28. “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name. Yet you 
have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us 
guilty of this man’s blood.” 

- Verse 29.  “ Peter and the other apostles replied, ‘We must 
obey God rather than men!’  

- Verse 30. “ The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the 
dead- whom you killed by hanging Him on the cross.” 

- Verse 31. “ God exalted Him to His own right hand as Prince 
and Savior that He might bring Israel to repentance and forgive 
their sins.” 

 
Verse 32.  “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey Him.” 

- This is something we’ve seen!  We didn’t just hear about all 
this… we were around. We were witnesses of all of this. 

- Verse 33. “When they heard this, they were furious and wanted 
to put them to death.” 

- I mean, if they put the ring-leader, Jesus, to death… then maybe 
they should just finish the job by putting his top leaders to 
death as well. But look what happens next… 

 
Verse 34. “But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who 
was honored by all the people (Paul’s teacher), stood up in the 
Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while.” 

- “Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: ‘Men of Israel, consider 
carefully what you intend to do to these men.’  

- Basically, Gamaliel is taking a really pragmatic approach here, 
saying that if they just keep their hands clean, at some point, 
Rome will step in and take care of this mess themselves. 
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- Verse 38. “Therefore, in the present case, I advise you, leave 

these men alone. Let them go. For if their purpose or activity is 
of human origin, it will fail.” ( b/c Rome won’t let it succeed.) 

 
“But, if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will 
only find yourselves fighting against God.” 

- The only thing that could overcome the power and control of 
Rome is God.  

- If there’s ever gonna be a real change, it would take an act of 
God. If only Gamaliel could see what’s become of that small 
movement in Jerusalem.   

 
The other religious leaders agreed with him… and decided to send the 
disciples away… but, according to verse 40,  

- not without first flogging them with leather whips, each of 
which had pieces of metal or glass tied to the end of them. 

- And so, for several hours, the disciples waited in line for their 
turn… as each of their brothers were whipped. 

- And every time after that… every time they changed shirts; 
every time they swam; every time they bathed;  

- those scars would be there as visual reminders of that day. 
 
Perhaps just the thought of that whip would have been enough for us 
to keep our mouths shut and go home. 

- And if that were the case back then, the Community of Faith 
that Jesus died to give birth to…  

- that missional gathering of Jesus followers… would have 
ended there in the first century. 

 
But listen to their response after the Sanhedrin ordered them to leave 
and to never speak the name of Jesus again. 

- In verse 41… “The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing 
because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for 
the Name of Jesus.” 

- You see, this is where we need to just get on our knees and 
repent. If there was ever a gathering of people who are meant to 
be courageous, It’s us!  
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- But the simple fear of not being liked is enough to keep our 

mouths shut and send us home. 
 
We loose nothing by sharing with someone at the supermarket or at 
work that Jesus is real and that He loves them. 

- We loose nothing… and yet fear keeps us quiet.  Under the 
guise of being relevant & sensitive… we say nothing. 

- We’ve experienced the greatest event in history, the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, but we won’t testify to what we’ve experienced.  

 
He gave up His life for me… what is it for me to give up my reputation 
for the sake of His Name? 

- Perhaps you run into a person you only sort of know at school 
who’s crying… and you ask them if you can pray for them.  

- Perhaps your boss is going through a divorce, and so, not 
knowing what he thinks about Jesus or Christians, you risk 
asking him if you could pray for him.   

 
You see, “ Day after day,” we’re told in verse 42, “in the temple courts 
and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming 
the Good News that Jesus is the Messiah.” 

- This is after they’ve been flogged!  They went back to the 
same temple where they had just been arrested…  

- never ceasing to proclaim that Jesus is the Messiah.  
 
So, how can we grow in boldness?  Well, as I close, I’d like to share just 
a few first-steps to boldness…   

- Just a few examples of what boldness looks like so we can step 
back into what we’ve been called to as followers of Jesus. 

- You see, one day this church will rest into the hands of another 
generation.  

- So, the question is, what kind of church would you like to 
hand over to them?  

 
Well… I’d like to hand over to them a church that reflects what church 
was created to be…  
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- a missional community of Jesus-followers committed to 

knowing Him and making Him known through out our own area 
and throughout the world. 

- So, where do we start? What does it mean for us to be bold? 
 
1. Boldness is accepting our calling as Jesus’ missional people to 

testify, in the power of the Holy Spirit, that He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. 
 

When Peter stood before the rulers and elders of Israel in Acts 4, he 
made is clear to them that “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven by which we can be saved.”  

- But, when Luke recorded this, he included an important detail. 
He said, in verse 8, that, when Peter said these things to the 
rulers and elders, that he was “full of the Holy Spirit!”  

- The Boldness required to light the torch of faith in the lives of 
those around us requires that we be walking in the fullness of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
In Acts 1:8, when Jesus begins sharing the mission of the Church with 
the disciples, He says,  

- “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere--in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth." 

- This is important… because, once again it shows how the Holy 
Spirit must fuel and empower us as we proclaim and 
demonstrate the reality of the risen Savior to the world 
around us. 

 
2. Boldness is deciding to say something when it would be easier to 
say nothing. 
 
In the passage we just read in Acts 1:8, Jesus calls us to be His 
witnesses. But what does that? What does a witness even do? 

- Well, in a court of law, a witness is brought in to testify to what 
they know to be true. 



 

 

12
- But, of course, there are those witnesses who simply choose 

not to testify to what they know to be true. 
- It could be fear… fear or rejection… fear that it might impact 

your reputation.   
 
Whatever it is, regardless of what we know to be true… regardless of 
what we celebrate privately in our lives and church community…  

- we choose to go into some witness protection program so that 
only those inside the church know your true identity as a 
follower of Christ. 

- But, in the power of the Holy Spirit, you can change that! 
 
Someone moves into your street and you salt & pepper your 
conversation so that they know that you have a relationship with Jesus. 

- Someone at work is going through a hard time and you say,  
- “Honestly, going to my church has helped me through some 

challenging times. Why don’t you come with me this Sunday? 
We’ll could go out to lunch afterwards.” 

 
You’re out at the store and you have a sense that God is speaking to 
you about someone…  

- And you risk saying to him, “I don’t know if this kind of thing 
connects with you or not, but I when I saw you I really had a 
sense that God sees all the good you do and is proud of you.” 

- “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere--in Jerusalem 

 
3. Boldness is taking advantage of opportunities that present 
themselves! 
 
Someone here, I won’t say who, invited a friend to church recently who 
pretty much never went to church. And… their friend came. 

- After their visit, they told the person in our church that they 
thought everyone was really down to earth and asked if they 
could come again… and they did! They really liked it again! 
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So, that person brought a friend who also like it.  I mean, is it so 
surprising that guests would like you?! 

- Now, was it possible that these folks could’ve been offended by 
the invitation to come to church? I mean, maybe its possible.  

- But even if they are, I promise; You won’t get flogged, you 
won’t get shunned by your community, & your taxes won’t go 
up! 

- Would you ask the Holy Spirit to show you the natural 
opportunities to life affords us to bear witness of Jesus’ love to 
those we’re connecting with? 

 
 
4. Boldness is creating opportunities 
 
If you’re willing to take a look, you’ll see that there are a number of 
opportunities we can create to share Jesus’ love with people. 

- Maybe you have a decent number of stay-at-home moms in 
your immediate community.  

- You could just send around invitations to everyone to join you 
for an informal discussion group where you can discuss a 
parenting book, have some coffee together, etc. 

 
I was talking during the week with one of our moms here in the church. 
She and another mom here started a Mom & Tots group in their town.  

- They’ve already gathered a group of unchurched moms… and 
she was talking about how they’re wanting to open each week 
up with some kind of devotional or encouragement from the 
Word. 

- Honestly, I absolutely believe that a few of those moms will 
give their hearts to Jesus. 

- And, it’ll happen because a few of you have chosen to create a 
opportunities for others to hear!! 

 
Guys, it started with that first gathering. They risked everything to 
speak the name of Jesus to those around them. 

- In 1 Corinthians 11:23, Paul said that he passed on to us what 
he received from the Lord. 
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- That’s what they did… they passed down to others what they 

themselves had received. 
- That’s why we’re here this morning… because of them! And 

now, it’s our turn  to give away what’s been given to us.   
- Let’s not loose heart now! Let’s not drop the baton. 

 
Let’s not put fear of failure or fear of embarrassment or fear of being 
inconvenienced…  

- above our passion to know Him and make Him known. 
- Aren’t you glad someone was bold with you? I’m glad Rob 

Eyeman knocked on my door as a freshman in college. 
- Let’s not betray those who were bold enough to speak to us.  
- Let’s not betray the generations before us by keeping Jesus to 

ourselves. 
 
How is it that, in a day when everyone’s coming out of the closets, the 
only one’s going into the closet are those who should be the boldest? 

- This isn’t the time for us to go into hiding. The world doesn’t 
need “covert Christians.”  

- Your family, your friends, the people you work with… they 
don’t need a “secret Christian.” 

 
Now, I don’t doubt  that some of your friends or family members or 
coworker would prefer that Christians keep their faith to themselves. 

- But that’s only because the faith we’ve been hitting people 
over the head with for so many years has more to do with 
morality and politics than Jesus. 

- But, guys, let’s not so overly compensate for this that we go 
into hiding. 

 
You may have friends you see every week… but they don’t know what 
Jesus means to you because maybe you’ve become a secret Christian. 

- There may be old high school buddies that you still play golf 
with… and they don’t know how Jesus has changed your 
life… because maybe you’ve become a secret Christian. 
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- You may have a whole group of friends in your 

community… and not one of them knows that you’ve ever 
stepped foot into a church… because you’re a secret Christian. 

 
So, what do we need to do? We’re gonna be bold. We’re going to say 
something when it would be easier to say nothing. 

- We’re gonna take advantage of the opportunities that 
present themselves as we live out our everyday lives. 

- And we’re going to take that a step further… and together, 
we’re going to create opportunities to express the life and love 
and hope that Jesus brings. 

- Because that’s what our resurrected Savior called us to do.  
 
This movement would have never made it out of the first century if that 
first gathering of Jesus followers hadn’t been bold. 

- You see, we’re a part of this. We’re here because of them.  And, 
if we don’t drop the baton, the next generation will be here 
because of us. 

- Why? Because we’re a part of the church… that unique 
gathering of Jesus followers who order their lives around the 
reality that Jesus is exactly who He claimed to be. 


