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I’m so happy to, once again, welcome everyone to the Vineyard this 
Mother’s Day morning!  

- For me, Mother’s Day is an amazing opportunity to celebrate 
the various women who have influenced & shaped our lives. 

- For many, that might be your mom… but it might also be a 
teacher, a family friend , a sister. It could be anyone! 

- So, before we go any further… I’d like us to just take a moment 
to thank God for the incredible women that have truly impacted 
our lives. (PRAY) 

 
I’ve you’ve been around the church any amount of time, then you’ve 
probably met my mom.  

- You can pretty much find her in the same spot each week… 
3rd row left of center isle! 

- Well… I can honestly tell you that there’s never been a day in 
my life when I haven’t thought of my mom as anything but 
amazing. 

- In every way, Jesus is the lord of Lord & king of Kings… but, 
for me, my mom is the mom of Moms! 

 
When a girlfriend broke up with me in high school, my mom sat next 
to my bed for hours till I finally fell asleep. 

- When I moved to PA after seminary and struggled to build 
meaningful friendships, 

- She would come and spend every other weekend with me till I 
was finally settled in. 

- When we lived in Tajikistan, my technically challenged mom 
sent emails to us nearly every day… and even visited us for 
two weeks, enduring pretty awful heat and no A/C. 

 
Now, granted… there are a lot of good moms out there… In fact, I’ve 
gotten to know a few of them pretty well through my life. 

- For example… there’s my life-long crush, Laura Petrie who 
was a great “encourager mom” who loved to hug her boy 
Richie. 
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- There was June Cleaver… a “listener”  kind of mom who 
adored her Beaver and Wally. 

- Then there was Edith Bunker , who, while a bit “ditsy”, was 
no dingbat… who nonetheless cherished her girl, Gloria, as 
well as her meathead husband, Mike. 

- Mrs. Cunningham, mom to Richie and Joanie was the 
“affectionate mom”… the only one “the Fonze” would let call 
him by his first name, Arthur. 

 
Carol Brady was the ultimate “Soccer Mom”… always bringing order 
to a home with three boys and three girls. 

- And, of course, there was Claire Huxtable, who was the 
“Wise Mom” … always one step ahead of her kids… and two 
steps ahead of her hubby, Heathcliff. 

- Or, the blue bee-hived Marge Simpson, the epidomy of the 
Patient Mom.  
o (Even my mom could compete with the BeeHive.) 

- And, who could not be impacted by these two moms… 
Debra… the “Stressed Out” mom and Marie, the “Over 
Protective” mom who loved Robby & Ray to a fault! 

 
But combine the best of all these TV moms… and you’d still fall short 
of my mom! 

- Through my life, she has instilled courage and tenacity and 
honesty and passion in my life… 

- Things Joyce and I are always wanting to impart to our own 
girls. 

- You see, as I’ve been talking about over the past few weeks, so 
much of life is about passing down to others, the best of what 
we’ve received. 

 
And, so much of this “passing down” from one generation to the next 
begins in the context of family. That’s why Family Matters so much! 

- God’s design for our families… both our own natural and 
spiritual families…  

- is to hand down to the next generation all that God has 
deposited in us… directly through His Word and through 
His work/presence in our everyday lives… 



 3

- And, indirectly , thru those unique people He’s placed in our 
lives to teach & encourage us. 

 
And because of how much “family matters” to this process of blessing & 
“passing down,”  

- I’d like to go back and explore three critical moments in the 
history of the family…  

- Because, to the degree that we can grab hold of what’s at the 
heart of “family” and “community,”  

- to that degree can we really begin to understand Jesus’ calling 
to teach others all that He’s taught and shown us.  

 
The first critical moment  in the history of the family came way back in 
time… before the birth of humanity.   
 
Now… to explore this, we’re going to have to use or imaginations a 
little… ok?!   (ref. John Ortberg on this point) 

- Imagine God speaking with His angels a long time ago in 
heaven… sharing with them something that’s been beating 
passionately on His heart.   

- So, He says to them, “ I have an idea. I am going to create 
something called ‘the family.’”  

- And an angel says, “What’s a family?” 
 
God says, “I’m very excited about this idea. In fact, I’m excited about 
all my ideas. One of the great things about being God is you just never 
have a bad idea, but this one is kind of unique.  

- You see… the family is going to be the way that I connect 
small communities of people…  

- Basically, it’s a small interconnected community of people 
bound together in love.  

 
That’s great but, how will it work?  Well, adult people… grown-up 
people… will sign up to take care of a tiny little stranger.”  

- And the angel asks, “Really? Are they going to get paid?”  
- God says… “No, in fact, that little stranger is going to cost 

them a lot of money.” 
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Not only that, that little stranger won’t even be able to talk at first. It 
will just cry and scream and they wont even know why.  

- It will make messes all the time that they’ll have to clean up.  
- It will be utterly vulnerable. They’ll have to watch that little 

baby 24 hours a day, 7 days a week… loosing a lot of sleep 
along the way. 

- Then, when it’s about two, that little stranger will be able to say 
words like “no”  and “mine” and it will throw tantrums! 

 
And then I’m thinking about inventing puberty, where I’ll stir up 
things called hormones so that, on top of everything else, odd things 
will happen to their bodies.  

- In fact, they’ll get pimples… and their voices will crack... and, 
at times, begin to distance themselves. And then they’ll just 
keep on growing up! 

- And, just when they’re just beginning to mature and become 
interesting and able to contribute, they’ll move away.  

- That’s the idea. What do you think?”  
 
Can you imagine what the angels are thinking? Shuffling around, 
looking down at their feet, they debate over who’s going to tell Him.  

- “ I don’t want to tell Him!” “Well, I don’t want to tell Him, 
YOU tell Him!” 

- “Lord, You’re usually 10-for-10, but nobody is going to want 
that!  I mean, who would sign up for that? Why would they do 
it?”   And here’s where God really gets excited.  

 
“Well, that’s the cool part. They won’t even know why. They’ll just 
look at that little body;  

- they’ll look down at those little hands and those little feet and 
even though it will look like something between Moses & 
Winston Churchill; 

- And yet, they’ll think that their tiny little stranger  is the most 
beautiful thing in the world…  

 
“And then one day that little stranger will smile just at them and, I’m 
tellin’ ya… they’ll think they’ve won the lottery. They won’t have 
words to describe it! 
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- And one day that little stranger will say “Dada’ and ‘Mama.’  
- Then, those little arms and hands will open up and they’ll 

reach out to embrace their daddy or mommy, who will, in that 
moment just melt inside. 

- � In that moment, they’ll experience the reality of my love & 
GRACE in a way they perhaps never had before.” 

 
Truth is, we often think about grace as if it refers simply to the 
forgiveness of sin.   

- And, of course… grace includes the forgiveness of sin… What a 
gracious act! 

- But it’s way bigger than that. It’s way bigger because God 
was gracious way before anybody ever sinned.  

- You see, grace reflects the extravagant goodness, the extreme 
generosity, and the self-giving love of God.  

 
But now, not only can we experience God’s grace through our 
relationship with Him…  

- But we can also experience His grace through our relationships 
with one another. That’s part of God’s dream of community! 

- You see, each new generation can learn that they are loved and 
prized and belong before they’ve ever done a single thing to 
earn or deserve it… 

- And they can learn that not only from God, but from us! 
 
You see, they’ll get this as they see it modeled through our everyday 
generosity &  compassion &  love & grace & forgiveness. 

- Our children here will learn something about the heart of God 
every time they see one of you praying for another. 

- They’ll learn something every time they see someone putting 
a check in the tithing box… or someone at the giving kiosk! 

 
Every time someone a little older offers a word of encouragement or 
affirmation… they’ll learn something about the Father Heart of God. 

- That’s part of the beauty of having generations gathered 
together in a community like this…  

- Where together, as one generation, we can tangibly live out in 
front of the next generation, our relationship with God. 
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- And while they may see some of our faults… as we make the 
Father’s presence our delight, they will ALSO see the truths 
of God’s Word lived out. 

- Our children  have experienced this first-hand through many of 
you. 

 
When Becca was going through a very difficult time four years ago, 
for example, several of you wrote truly meaningful letters to her that 
God used to soften her heart toward him. 

- A few years ago, after my youngest daughter, Sarah, read some 
of her poetry to someone here,  

- that person gave her, the very next day, a book of poetry… 
encouraging her to continue using the gift God’s given her. 

- And now, she’s not only writing poetry but writing songs. 
 
This is what it means to be spiritual moms & dads to the younger 
generation! It’s what it means to be part of a community… a family! 

- The Apostle Paul wrote, in 1 Corinthians 4:15, “For even if 
you had ten thousand others to teach you about Christ, you 
don’t have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ 
Jesus when I preached the Good News to you.” 

- In other words… we’ve all had teachers & instructors… but 
what we ultimately need are spiritual mothers and fathers. 

 
For the younger generations and for those who don’t yet know Jesus… 
to experience this kind of spiritual mothering, for example, is to see 
grace expressed & grace incarnate.  

- They will get it and they will be changed as a result. You 
see… that’s why family is so important… that’s why “Family 
Matters.” 

- The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus, and he said, 
“For this reason I kneel before the Father from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name.” (Eph 3:14-
15)  

 
Even Paul here is recognizing “family” in terms of its being both natural 
and spiritual. Both are so vital.   
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- Believe me… what you do… how you choose to live out 
your walk with God…  

- your choice to walk in obedience & intimacy with the Father 
serves not only as a blessing for you but for those around you as 
well. 

 
You see, the whole idea of the family— the very heart of what the 
family was created to be and do— 

- is an expression of the character, the love, the grace of God. 
It’s a reflection of who God is. 

- The family is not just some biological mechanism that happens 
to be a handy way to pass on DNA so the gene pool can keep 
moving.  

 
The family is not some arbitrary, insignificant cultural artifact  that 
may come and go. It’s a divinely ordained idea.  

- The family was created by God to be a reflection of His 
character and a manifestation of His kingdom and the vehicle 
of His grace.  

- That’s the family. There has never been an idea like that.  
- That was the first moment in the history of the family… when 

God created the family.  It was a good moment! 
 
But then came the second moment… when the first husband and the 
first wife of the first family choose to disobey God. 

- Many of you already know about this story recorded in Genesis 
3, though, what I want to do right now is observe its impact on 
the family… 

- Because, beyond our relationship with God, it was the family 
that got hit the hardest that day back in the Garden. 

 
As you may know, the man and the woman eat the forbidden fruit  in 
the Garden… and God said, in verse 11, “Have you eaten from the tree I 
commanded you not to eat from?”  

- And the man said, “Yes, I did it. It’s my responsibility. I’m so 
sorry. Put all the heat on me. It was all my fault.”   
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- Is that what the man said? Not so much. The man said, in verse 
12, “The woman, you put me here with, she gave me the fruit 
and I ate it.”  

 
There’s only one other human being in the entire world and the man 
blames her!  In fact, did you notice here that he doesn’t even call her by 
name?  

- He doesn’t say, “Eve made me do it!”  That would have been 
bad enough.   

- Instead, he says, “The woman You put here to be with me… that 
woman made me do it!”  

 
I mean, isn’t that what we do in our families today when things go 
wrong? “Do you know what that son of yours did today?!” 

- Those are fighting words. “This woman YOU gave me…”   
- Imagine what happened later on when Adam and Eve discussed 

this moment 
- Do you think Eve said, “Adam, I admire your courage in 

pointing out to God where it was my fault... how I gave you the 
fruit. I appreciate your honesty.” 

 
No! Blame, deceit, cowardice, denial, unresolved conflict… they all start 
there. I’m pretty sure Adam got the couch that night! 

- Maybe to some degree you see your own family reflected in 
that.  

- In fact, if you’ve ever read through Genesis, one of the things 
you’ll quickly notice is that it’s the story of families.  

 
On center stage through Genesis aren’t great nations or armies or 
organizations or corporations… but families… 

- Where the stories are played out not on battlefields or 
courtyards or palaces or vast expanses of geography.  

- Instead, these stories of family are played out just where you’d 
expect them to… in the home.  

 
But remember… we’re not just talking about wonderful, spiritual 
families here in Genesis.  We’re talking about deeply dysfunctional 
families! 
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- Just after Adam & Eve’s breakdown in Genesis 3, for 
example, we begin reading about history’s first brothers,  

- Cain and Abel… who apparently don’t get along very well... 
demonstrated by the not-so-ambiguous fact that Cain kills Abel!   

 
Then there’s Cain’s descendent, another murderer named Lamech, who 
introduces polygamy to the human race.  

- A few chapters later, after Noah’s son finds him disrobed in a 
drunken stupor, Noah pronounces a formal curse on him… his 
own son.   

- And, Noah is called the most righteous man in his generation! 
Talk about setting the bar kind of low! A few chapters later… 

 
Abraham lies and says that his wife Sarah is really his sister because 
she’s so beautiful… and he’s afraid that a powerful man is going to want 
to kill him so he can have his wife for his harem.  

- He says, “I’ll just lie and say that you are my sister.” He does 
that not just once but twice.  

- Later on, he ends up having a child with Sarah’s maid and 
then eventually abandons both that child (Ishmael) and that 
child’s mom (Hagar).  

 
Abraham’s other son, Isaac, and his wife, spend their lives playing 
favorites with their two sons, Jacob and Esau.  

- So, one day, with the help of his mom, Jacob deceives his dad 
while cheating his brother out of his birthright.  

- His brother ends up spending years trying to kill Jacob who 
goes on to marry two women.  

 
But it turns out that he has children not only with both of them, but 
with both of their servants as well.  

- Jacob favors one of his sons, Joseph, so much that his brothers 
want to kill him.  

- In fact, they end up selling Joseph into slavery, telling their 
father that he was killed by wild animals!  

- Anybody here feel better about your family now?! 
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These stories read like a bad episode of Jerry Springer. And that’s 
just the first book of the Bible! 

- The funny thing is that the writer of Genesis doesn’t even try 
to cover any of that up because, you see…  

- Outside of Adam & Eve before the fall… there’s never has 
been a golden age of the family…  

 
Because, since the fall, families have always been made up of little 
sinners who grow up to be big sinners. That’s what they are.  

- And yet, it’s through these strange, dysfunctional, messed up, 
whacko families…  

- whose stories are laid out before us in all their humanity and 
brokenness…  

- It’s through these families that God is present and working to 
keep His dream of redemption & community alive.  

 
You see, guys… that’s why we place such a high value not just on 
community… but on being an authentic community…  

- where we can gather together just as we are… no spiritual 
masks… no pretending. 

- For us, church is a place for regular people coming from 
regular dysfunctional families…  

- all coming together to worship the God who welcomes & 
embraces us in our weaknesses. 

 
In fact, it’s been in and through issues-clad people just like us… and 
families & communities just like ours…  

- that God has continued to remain loving and forgiving  and 
present and working…  

- working to keep the dream of redemption & community 
alive.  

 
You see, when God calls the one generation to declare His praise to 
the next, He understands just who He’s inviting to be His torch bearers.  

- And yet, in spite of all of our stuff… He still asks us, “Will you 
pass the torch to the next generation?” 

- “Will you be part of My dream for giving away what I’ve given 
to you?” 
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So, the first  great critical moment in Family History is the birth of 
God’s family…  

- a wonderful expression of the Father heart of God… of His love 
and grace.  

- Then, with the second critical event of the family, came that 
horrible moment when fear, pain, shame, deceit, betrayal, & 
woundedness were all birthed into the human race. 

- So then… where’s our hope in all this? Because, without hope, 
what is it that we even have to pass down to our children?  

 
Is there any hope?  Well… there is! And it’s embodied in a man… both 
fully divine and fully human.   

- A man named Jesus who was, in fact, “God incarnate”… a God 
who has “come to us.” 

- He became human becoming part of a real family with real 
siblings and parents… imperfect siblings and parents!  

- He experienced some of the same struggles you’ve experienced 
being part of a family.  

 
Even when He began His public ministry, His family was not always 
out there cheering Him on.  

- They see how He’s hanging out with sinners… how He’s 
offending the religious leaders and so many of the 
respectable people of their day… 

- And, believe me, they don’t like it at all. It’s not reflecting well 
on them. 

- In fact, we read in Mark 3:21 that, “When His family heard 
about this, they went to take charge of him for they said, “He 
is out of His mind.”  

 
Now look at that little phrase, “they want to take charge of Jesus.” How 
do you think that was gonna go? Maybe they’re concerned for His 
safety.  

- Maybe they’re concerned that their family’s reputation was 
gonna to take another beating…  

- With people looking at them kind of weird because of what 
Jesus is saying and doing.  
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So they go to the house where Jesus is ministering and send someone in 
to tell Him that they’re waiting outside for Him… 

- They’re waiting to do an intervention and pull Him out of what 
He is doing!  

- But when that messenger lets Jesus know what’s going on, Jesus 
responds, in Mark 3:33-34, saying: 

- “Who are my mother and brothers?” He asked. Then he looked 
at those seated in a circle around him, and said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my 
brother, my sister, my mother.”  

 
You see, while Jesus would always love and cherish and remain devoted 
to His family, what He’s referring to here in this passage is a NEW 
FAMILY … a spiritual family.  

- This is the third critical moment in the history of the family .  
- Jesus is starting a new family and He is saying, “Anyone who 

follows after Me will be part of My family and that means they 
will become brothers and sisters. 

 
But this family is more than just a spiritual family in that this Kingdom 
Community of His is…  

- tied together through their love & commitment not only to 
one another but to Him.  

- There had never been a family like this before that transcended 
status and gender and background and nationality  and age 
and skin color and culture like this new family. 

- And yet, in Acts 2, this new community of the King, sprang into 
being.  

 
And to this new community, Jesus said, in John 15:12, “My command 
is this: love one another as I have loved you.”  

- Sometimes that love may be confrontational, sometimes 
painful , but still, Jesus calls us to love one another the way 
He’s always loved each of us.  

- Care for one another the way I’ve cared for you.  Be generous 
with one another…  
o with your time, in the way you listen,  
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o with your money when there is a need…  
- Be generous to one another the way I’ve been generous to you. 

Pour out grace and mercy the way I’ve poured them out in your 
life.  

 
When Becca was just a year old, the three of us were making our way 
through some of the shops in St. Petersburg (RU) with my mom & dad. 

- Well, as we’re walking around these shops… filled with 
glass shelves of expensive souvenirs…  

- Joyce kept encouraging me to stay outside… since I had 
Rebecca in one of those kid-backpacks. 

- And, believe me, with Rebecca on my back, I really could have 
been a bull-in-a-china-closet! 

 
And yet… in spite of the very steep price tags on all that stuff… I just 
didn’t want to stay outside.  After all… I can be careful if I really try! 

- Knowing how valuable everything was in this one particular 
store, Joyce just sort of shook her head… praying that I 
wouldn’t destroy the place. 

- Now, I know what you’re hoping for… that I turned around in 
the shop and broke some valuable porcelain figurine! 

- But, as shocked as you might be, I managed to get in… and 
out of that store without breaking a thing! 

 
Here’s my point. Each and every day, you and I walk through God’s 
creation… through God’s proverbial “souvenir shop.”  

- And we’re kind of clumsy and we’re kind of forgetful… and 
kind of don’t notice that WHAT WE ARE brushing up 
against are objects of incalculable worth to Him— 

- Whether we’re driving along a busy highway, or talking with 
the folks at work, or sitting with a bunch of other kids in 
your school cafeteria...  

 
On all of those people, there are these price tags that we so often fail 
to see… price tags that reflect incalculable worth.   

- Truth is, in your whole life, you have never looked into the 
eyes of another human being for whom Jesus did not die.  

- One day Jesus says, “I am going to start a new family. I am 
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going to welcome everybody into it… even those who don’t 
feel worthy enough… even those who feel a million miles away 
from Me…” 

 
But, in case you haven’t figured this out by now, the fact that we’re a 
“spiritual family” doesn’t mean that we don’t have our issues as well!   

- And yet, we’re still a family… called by God to love and 
encourage and care and cherish and forgive one another. 

- And part of what it means to be a family is this calling to pass 
down to children what we have received… not just to our own 
children… but all of our kids… 

- To pass down to all of our children all that God has passed 
down to us. 

 
In Psalm 79:13, David says, “We Your people, the sheep of Your 
pasture, will thank you forever and ever, praising Your greatness from 
generation to generation.” 

- In Psalm 145:4, he writes that "One generation shall praise 
Your works to another." 

- Notice that David isn’t saying that “One generation shall 
merely teach Your works to another."  

 
You see, the passing of the torch to our children or to others in the 
community, isn’t simply about education… but exultation in God. 

- Our calling as natural families and spiritual families  is to 
declare His praise to those who come after us…  

- that they too would experience that deep relationship and 
profound power and rich intimacy  with their Heavenly Father. 

 
And so, as adults here in the church, � let’s show our young people, for 
example, not just what we know… but what we love.   

- As spiritual mothers and fathers in this spiritual family… as 
imperfect as we might be…  

- let’s lead them into authentic worship… not only as we life 
our hands up in praise…  

- but as we express Jesus’ kindness and generosity and 
compassion and sacrificial love. 
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Yes, it takes time to be a spiritual mom or dad! It takes time to 
encourage others through their journey of faith as you continue your 
own. 

- In fact, it's a little like being a mom!  Did you know that, by the 
time a child reaches 18,  

- a mother has had to handle some extra 18,000 hours of child-
generated work.  

 
That means that if my mom chose not to have children, she would 
have had the equivalent of an extra three months a year in leisure 
time! 

- But the time pays off! George Washington once wrote “My 
mother was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe 
to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the moral, 
intellectual and physical education I received from her.” 

- You see… you can have an impact like that in the lives of the 
younger generation around you here… in the lives of all those 
around you both inside and outside this building.   

 
So, this Mother’s Day… let’s be particularly thankful for those women 
who have impacted our lives… 

- And then, let’s remember the opportunity we have as spiritual 
moms and dads to impact the lives of others. 

- Let’s step ALL IN to this, guys. It’s an amazing calling, which 
we all share… 

- To give away what’s been given to us! 
 
 


