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If you’re here a few weeks ago, I shared a little about my time in Turkey 
and Tajikistan.  

- But as I was sharing, it struck me how just about every single 
person I had spent time with over those three weeks had been 
persecuted for their faith. Many of them beaten & imprisoned. 

- And so, in light of that, I encouraged us to stand with them… 
not only in prayer, but by doing what they’re doing… sharing 
the love of Jesus with those around around. 

 
Of course, it won’t have the same risk attached as it does for them, but 
nonetheless, for the average believer, it still requires a whole lot of 
boldness. 

- And so, last week, I focused on what it means for us to walk in 
greater boldness… reminding us what the Church was created to 
be & do…  

- what Paul meant when he called us to pass along all that’s been 
passed down to us. 

 
Well, this morning, I’d like to continue where I left off. You see, from 
the very beginning, the church was created as a movement… 

- Not an institution; not a place you go to; not a hierarchy; but a 
gathering of people who order their lives NOT ONLY around 
the biggest event in history… The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ…  

 
But, the biggest mission in history as well… to bring this message of 
life and love to every nook and cranny of the world. 

- This is a big deal… because today, some 2000 years after the 
birth of the Church there at Pentecost, 

- Nearly a third of the world’s population believes that Jesus is 
the resurrected Christ! 

- We’re here today because of that unbroken chain that started 
with those first believers who chose to bear witness to the fact 
that Jesus was alive! 
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But, how exactly did this happen? I mean, how did this Gospel… the 
Good News of Jesus even make it past the first century? 

- How did it survive Rome… the strongest Empire in the 
world… who would never have allowed a movement like this to 
get so out of hand? 

- How did it survive the Jewish rulers and elders who had Jesus 
arrested and crucified…  

- who did everything they could to prevent those early Jesus-
followers from speaking even the name of Jesus? 

 
How did it survive 70AD when even Judaism seemed to have come to a 
screeching halt as the temple was completely torn down… 

- Where the Jews either starved to death or were kicked out of 
Jerusalem as the city burnt the ground at the hands of Rome? 

- I mean, if you pause long enough to consider this particular 
time in history, you can’t help but wonder… 

- how could this brand new movement, lead by uneducated 
men & women in their 20s & early 30s at best, survive all this… 

- especially when history has shown a huge number of other 
movements that had disappeared nearly as suddenly as they 
came? 

 
Two thousand years ago, just two months after the resurrection of Jesus, 
a handful of Jesus followers poured into the streets of Jerusalem… 

- proclaiming that they were eyewitnesses to the fact that 
Jesus…was crucified just a hundred yards beyond that gate…  

- And that He was resurrected just three days later, exactly as 
He said He would… just a few hundred feet on the other side of 
that wall right down that street… 

- Not 200 years ago, not 20… but just 2 months earlier. 
 
And, as a result of this message, the city of Jerusalem was turned on its 
head. And within just a few weeks, we’re told that 5000 men alone… 

- not to mention all the women and children… had become part 
of this missional gathering of Jesus followers.  

- But, as it continued growing, this new movement began 
messing up the very delicate balance of power between Rome 
and the Temple leaders. 
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- Where Rome would give the Jewish leaders a certain 

amount of autonomy & authority, as long as they maintained 
the peace. 

 
And so, the religious leaders began doing all they could to suppress its 
growth. As we spoke about last week, the disciples and other Jesus 
followers were then arrested…  

- and beaten and sent out with one absolute demand… that 
they never speak the name of Jesus again.  

- But they couldn’t be contained. They were eyewitnesses to all 
of that had happened… they couldn’t deny it.  

- Jesus had given His life for them… how could they keep quiet?   
 
And yet, like those early Jesus followers, the religious leaders wouldn’t 
relent.  They came against the leaders of that newly birthed Church…  

- and put to death an amazingly godly man named Stephen.  
- We’re told in Acts 7:57 that the Sanhedrin dragged Stephen to 

the outskirts of the city and began stoning him. 
- But right before his death, we read in Acts 8, that Stephen cries 

out to God, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
 
And after Stephen’s death, the first martyr of the church, an all-out 
organized persecution against the church began. 

- And among those leading the persecution against the church 
was the same man that ordered Stephen’s death… a man 
name Saul… whom we know as Paul. 

- The man who would later become known as the Apostle to 
the Gentiles came like a sledgehammer after anyone who 
named the name of Jesus. 

 
“On that day,” we’re told in Acts 8:1-3, “a great persecution broke out 
against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 

- 2Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3But 
Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, 
he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.” 

- In Acts 26, Paul said "I used to believe that I ought to do 
everything I could to oppose the followers of Jesus of 
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Nazareth. 10Authorized by the leading priests, I caused many of 
the believers in Jerusalem to be sent to prison. And I cast my 
vote against them when they were condemned to death. 11Many 
times I had them whipped in the synagogues to try to get them to 
curse Christ. I was so violently opposed to them that I even 
hounded them in distant cities of foreign lands.” 

 
And so, many of the believers there in Jerusalem began to flee into 
different parts of Israel and the Roman Empire…  

- And yet, wherever they went, they continued to share the 
Name of Jesus. And so, the Church grew and grew. 

- Tradition has it that Joseph of Arimathea, the man who gave 
Jesus his own tomb to be buried in, took the Gospel into Britain. 

 
Three years into this persecution, we’re told, in Acts 9:1, that while Paul 
was “still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples,”  

- he is literally knocked off his horse while traveling up to 
Damascus to hunt down the Jesus-followers who had fled 
there.  

- While on the ground, he’s suddenly blinded by an unshakable 
light… and is completely undone as he hears the voice of the 
Resurrected Savior. “Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 

 
And, because of all of that, this “persecutor of the church” gives his 
life completely to One whose followers he had persecuted. 

- Like all the other Jesus followers… Paul gave his life not only 
to the message that Jesus had risen from the dead… 

- But the ministry  that Jesus had called us to as His followers… 
to bring this message from our neighborhoods to the nations. 

- So, Paul has this idea… that he would take this message outside 
of Jerusalem, Judea, & Samaria… to the outskirts of the Roman 
world. 

 
Wherever he went, Paul told the story of the resurrected Lamb of God 
who came into this world as the Way, the Truth, and the Life… 

- So that, through Jesus, people would have an answer to the 
question… “How can I really know God?”  
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- “How can my sins really be forgiven?” “How can I know real 

peace in my life?” 
- And, in the power of the Holy Spirit, everywhere Paul went, 

new missional gatherings of Jesus followers were started.  
 

This is where we’re going to pick up our story this morning.  You see, 
while Paul is doing all this… 

- There’s a controversy back in Jerusalem that’s starting to brew 
over one particular question… 

- And that is, “Who can be a part of this missional gathering? 
Who can be part of the church?” “How holy do you have to 
be to get in?”  

- “How many rules do you have to keep?” “How much of your 
lifestyle do you have to clean up in order to be accepted?”  

- Ultimately… “How good do you have to be?” 
 
On one hand, it wasn’t a surprise that they were asking questions like 
this. I mean, most of the people who made up that first community…   

- were those who grew up not only on the 10 Commandments… 
but on some 600 other laws they were expected to keep. 

- Since Jesus was a Jewish Messiah… and because they saw 
themselves as an extension of Judaism, 

- It was natural for them to think  that, in order to be a faithful 
follow of Jesus, one should obey all the laws of Judaism. 

 
And out of that came the idea that, to become fully Christian, you should 
first become fully Jewish. 

- But suddenly, all of these non-Jewish people Paul was 
leading to Christ throughout Asia Minor and Greece were 
getting really confused. 

- “Paul told us that Jesus came & died for our sins and that 
through His grace alone we could be saved through faith in 
Him…  

- and become part of His Ekklesia… His gathering of followers 
throughout the world.” 

 
And now the leaders in Jerusalem were telling them, “Hold on, guys… 
it’s not that simple!”  
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- “There are a few hoops you need to jump through. In fact, you 

need to clean up your act a bit.”   
- Then, after you do that… after you start looking like us and 

acting like us… THEN you can be one of us. 
 
And it’s because of this that many people have walked away from 
church… unwelcomed and beat up… 

- because they got the message the church kept sending out… 
that they’re not good enough to be a “church person.” 

- Now, if you’re the kind of person who really cares for people & 
welcomes people…  

- and yet you’ve been in the church a while, then you get the 
tension here.   

 
On one hand we see, in the NT, a new ethical standard being raised… 
don’t lie, don’t cheat, etc. 

- Clearly, one of the marks of being a Jesus-follower is living a 
life of obedience to Jesus!  

- In other words, there’s a moral imperative that’s very much 
connected to our faith. 

 
And yet, on the other hand, there’s this incredible new message of 
mercy & grace & forgiveness. 

- The problem is that the church hasn’t always done a very 
good job dealing with this tension…  

- between the ethical standards the Bible and the message of 
grace in the Bible. 

 
But here’s the thing… when the Apostle John looked back at those 
three years he spent each and every day with Jesus,  

- he wrote, in chapter 1:17 of his Gospel, that at any given 
moment as He lived out His life & ministry, Jesus embodied 
both grace & truth . 

- He didn’t try and balance grace & truth, but, rather, He 
embodied all of grace & all of truth. 

- You see, over the history of the church, we haven’t always 
gotten this right.  
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Too often the Body of Christ has either been a “clean up your act first” 
kind of church…  

- or a “ throw away the standards so everyone can feel good 
about themselves” kind of church. 

- But where did we get the idea that it has to be one or another? 
- Isn’t it possible to love & welcome those who are living a life 

far from God’s best… without loosing our Biblical moorings? 
- Well, the truth is that this was very hard for those early Jesus 

followers.  
 
And so, the church has its very first congregational meeting! And it 
was at this meeting that they wrestled with the tension between being 
truth driven & grace driven. 

- And how those issues were resolved at that meeting, that day, 
has huge implications for us as a church today. 

- So, if you’ve got your Bible, go ahead and turn to Acts 15:1. 
 
“Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 
brothers there saying,  

- “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

- So… some of the Jewish believers from outside of Jerusalem 
came to Antioch to address the new Christians there. 

 
And basically, they were saying that unless they get circumcised, they 
can’t really be part of this community of Jesus followers. 

- Seriously? No surgery, no church? “Yes! Unless you become 
like us… unless you become Jewish through circumcision, you 
can’t be saved.” 

- I mean, think about what this must have meant for them. They 
were taught by Paul that they were saved by grace through 
faith  in Jesus alone. 

 
And now, everything they learned in their new members class was 
wrong… Then we read this, in verse 2… 

- “This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and 
debate with them.  So, Paul and Barnabas were appointed, 
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along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see 
the apostles and elders about this question.” 

- So, the church in Antioch sent Paul & Barnabas to Jerusalem 
since that was where this message had originated. 

 
We’re told that, “When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by 
the ekklesia and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported 
everything God had done through them.” 

- So Paul arrives in Jerusalem and says, “we need to talk, guys.” 
- “You see, wherever I’ve been as I’ve traveled around the 

Mediterranean over the past year and a half,  
- large numbers of Gentiles have given their lives to Jesus. ‘But 

I’ve never told them they had to follow Moses before they 
could follow Jesus. 

- Where are these mixed messages coming from? 
 
Verse 5: “Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees stood up and said that the Gentiles must be circumcised and 
required to obey the law of Moses.” 

- This verse tells us a lot about those people saying all this… the 
“Party of the Pharisees!”  

- You see, even though some of the Pharisees were responsible, 
in part, for having Jesus crucified, 

- After the resurrection, a number of them give their hearts to 
Jesus.  I mean… They saw Him with their own eyes! They were 
eyewitnesses. 

 
And yet, they’re so committed to the law of Moses that they 
struggled…  

- “How could someone become a part of our gathering of people 
without having to become like us, as Jews, first?” 

- Now, keep in mind… we’re not just talking about keeping the 
Ten Commandments… but all the 613 laws in the OT. 

 
“See, Paul… we want you to get back on that boat and revisit all those 
churches you planted… 

- And let those people know that they have to adapt to the 613 
laws that we must adhere to as Jews. 
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- Tell them that we really do want them to belong to the 

Church… that missional community of Jesus-followers. 
- But before they can belong, they need to first eat like us, 

dress like us, talk  like us… and be circumcised like us! 
 
Of course, for us, that seems absurd. But it’s all over the church today. 
More and more churches are using the expression, “Come as You Are.”  

- But, more often than not, “Come as You Are” only relates if 
they’re actually “coming as WE are.” 

- You are absolutely welcome here… as long as you already 
think  like me, talk  like me, vote like me. 

Verse 7… “At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter stood and 
addressed them as follows: ‘Brothers, you all know that God chose me 
from among you some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that they 
could hear the Good News and believe. 

Verses 8-9… God, who knows people’s hearts, confirmed that he 
accepts Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us. He 
made no distinction between us and them, for he cleansed their hearts 
through faith.’” 
 
I love that… “God, who knows people’s hearts…” You see, I don’t 
necessarily know your heart.  

- I might know your behavior… I know how you dress and talk… 
but I can’t pretend to know your heart.  

- But… God, who KNOWS their hearts, accepted them! He 
accepted these spiritual law-breakers, these gentiles.  

- It doesn’t mean that He ignores their sin… but He knows that a 
loving community is just the place for would-be holy people to 
find their way. 

 
Verse 9, “He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified 
their hearts by faith.” (not by the law) 

- I mean… that wasn’t easy for these guys to accept! In fact… 
they really struggled with it.  
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- “Ok, God… You might have purified their hearts… but those 

Gentiles still eat the wrong foods, they don’t pray the right way, 
they just don’t look or act anything like us.” 

- Sounds so absurd, doesn’t it?! “God may have purified his 
heart, but he’s still a CNBC watching, liberal. In fact, that guy 
over there has got “The Bern” for Bernie Sanders! 

- If you want to be really welcomed here… you better come as 
WE are… good tea-totin’, Fox-lovin’ conservative! 

 
Remember what I just said from verse 9… that He’s “purified their 
hearts by faith.” And let me tell you something…  

- God can purify a heart before He’s finished purifying an 
entire life.  

- And I know you understand what I’m saying here because 
your life and my life is a testimony to that reality… 

- That God can purify our hearts before He purifies all of our 
habits and our marriages and all our behaviors. 

 
Let me just tell you… that if God was able to purify our hearts only 
after the rest of our lives were purified, then we’d all be in a whole lot 
trouble! 
 
But, for fear that we might be “watering down the Gospel,” we keep 
building those walls between us & them,  

- asking people on the “other side of the wall” to believe & live 
like us… before they can come over to our side of the wall 
and belong.  

- But, how good do people have to be in order to belong?  
- Well, apparently at least as good as us OR as good as we 

pretend to be! 
 

Well, suddenly, James, the brother of Jesus, stands up to speak. I mean, 
this is Jesus’ brother. This has gotta carry some weight. 

- I mean, you could pull this guy aside and say, James… what 
was He like when He was in junior high… really?!  

- Let me ask you… how many of you have a brother? Now, what 
would your brother have to do to convince you he was God?!! 
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- Well, somehow, James was convinced that his own brother 

WAS God! Think about that!!  
 
Man, if I had a brother, I wouldn’t care if he fed everyone in Giant 
stadium three slices of pizza from one hot dog roll…  

- there ain’t no way my brother is anything but… my brother! 
- But the fact that James was convinced of who Jesus was… what 

more evidence do we need for the resurrection?!!! 
- So, in verse 19, James stands up and says, “It is my judgment, 

therefore, that we should NOT make it difficult for the 
Gentiles who are turning to God.” 

 
Yeh, but what about the moral imperatives of Scripture? We don’t 
want to water down the Gospel, do we?!  

- No we don’t. But if you want to live by the law, than you’ll 
have to live by all of the law. 

- And if you want to live by grace… than you need to know that, 
for Jesus, grace & truth are not in conflict. They work together. 

- You see, when people turn to God… they haven’t completed a 
process… they’ve begun a process… 

- that begins with God making their hearts right because of 
what Jesus has done on the Cross of Calvary. 

 
Let’s not make it difficult for people to turn to God. Let’s not make it 
difficult for people to be welcomed into this church. 

- We better understand that there are people out there who will 
never come in here b/c they’re convinced that… 

- In order to them to be welcomed here… or, in order to be 
welcomed by Jesus, they have to talk like us, vote like us, etc. 

 
Does that mean that we aren’t interested in seeing people grow in deeper 
intimacy with Jesus as they surrender more and more of their lives to 
Him? Of course not… we want that! 

- Does that mean that we pretend that sin doesn’t matter & 
therefore reduce the Gospel to a feel good self-help group? No! 

- But what James is saying is that “turning to God is a process” 
and we need to bless this process with grace upon grace,  
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- rather than walking around like the sin police becoming 

twice the sinner than those whom we’re criticizing. 
 
Listen… I understand that doing things this way can be a lot more 
messy (in terms of doing church). But I don’t mind messy (ask my wife). 

- What I do mind is that much of the church has become like a 
medieval castle with alligator filled moats around us… 

- Don’t come in until you can “come as WE are.” 
 
You see it matters that we, as the church, are far more outraged over 
Target’s decision to allow gender-neutral bathrooms…  

- than we are over the reality that 4 billion people in the world 
don’t know Jesus as their Lord… 

- That two billion people in the world have never heard the name 
of Jesus and will spend an eternity in hell. 

- I’m not trying to beat anyone up over this… but it shows how 
we’ve made the preservation of our so-called Christian 
culture the priority over Jesus’ call to be witnesses of His love 
& salvation. 

 
So, with Peter & James having made the call… that Gentile believers 
don’t have to follow Moses before they follow Jesus… 

-  in verse 30 we’re told… “The men were sent off and went 
down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and 
delivered the letter (from Jerusalem).” 

- Of course, opening this letter is a big deal.  I mean, every man 
in the church of Antioch is eager to hear what was decided. 

- Then it says, “And the people read it and were glad for its 
encouraging message.”  

 
And with that, a potential division in the church was diverted. And what 
was that potential division over?  

- It was over the tension between moral imperatives and 
grace… whether you need to believe before you belong… 

- Over how we’re meant to respond when there’s a gap between 
a heart that’s purified and a life that’s still in process. 
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- It had to do with whether or not the church could embody 

grace & truth  the way Jesus did as He lived and ministered on 
earth. 

 
You see, how the church deals with this issue has huge consequences.  
And, believe me, every church deals with this in one way or another…  

- and the way some have dealt with it have caused countless 
people to walk away from the church. 

- So, what I’d like to do as I begin to close is to share three things 
with you that every single local gathering of believers will 
drift towards  unless they choose purposefully to avoid them. 

 
1. We need to avoid the drift toward insiders and away from outsiders. 
 
Every local gathering of believers will, over time, face a natural drift 
from an outward-focus… toward being inward or insider focused. 

- Because, in the presence of this tension between moral 
imperatives and grace, we will always drift toward an “us 
versus them” mentality… 

- Where people are either “in or out”  based on whether they act 
like us, look like us, talk  like us, and vote like us. 

 
So, the question is… will we choose to avoid the natural drift toward 
being insider-focused…  

- at the expense of those who aren’t yet a part of this gathering 
of Jesus-followers? 

- Will we decide right here & now to reject an “in or out” 
mentality, where:   
o Fox, Conservative, Pro-Life, Clean-Cut, Trump/Cruz: IN  
o NBC, Liberal, Hillary/Sanders, Occupy-Wall Street: Out 

- Because if we don’t, we’ll end up looking like Custer’s last 
stand where we turn our wagons on their sides and start 
shooting at anyone who tries to get in without “measuring up”.  

 
2. We need to avoid the drift toward law and away from grace. 
 
Now, when I say this, I’m not talking about a theological shift… that we 
would suddenly expect people to work their way to heaven. 
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- Paul clearly affirms, in verse 11, “We believe it is through the 

GRACE of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they (the 
Gentles) are.” 

- What I’m talking about, then, has to do with how we relate to 
one another in and outside the church.  

 
You see, churches often drift to that place of categorizing people… and 
then having a policy to respond to them. 

- For example… Category… “You’re a Gentile.” Policy… “ Get 
circumcised and stop eating meat sacrificed to idols.” 

- Tell me when you’re no longer in that category and when 
you’ve fulfilled our policies… then we’ll talk. 

 
Someone asked me, not long ago, why we don’t have more policies… an 
official policy handbook for how to deal with different situations. 

- It’s not that I think policies are bad. We obviously have some 
policies in place.  Truth is, they help to prevent a lot of messes. 

- But, as I said… while I don’t like messes… I wont create 
dozens of policies simply to avoid potential messes. 

- You see, there is an alternative to policies… conversation! 
 
For example… if Jesus operated with categories and policies, He would 
have walked passed Matthew and said,  

- “Category: tax collector; Policy: quit being a tax collector and 
maybe we can talk about being one of my followers.” 

- But Jesus preferred conversations: Come with Me, Matthew, 
let’s talk!  

- But Peter says, “No, he hasn’t quit being a tax collector yet… 
and we don’t hang out with tax collectors.” 

 
Get used to it, Peter. Believe me… it’s gonna get messier than this! 
We’re gonna hang out with Zaccheaus soon, the chief tax collector…  

- With a woman caught in adultery… “Category: Adulterer; 
Policy: Stone her” 

- The religious leaders want to stone her… but we’re gonna have 
a conversation with her.  

- And so, in John 8, Jesus says to her “I don’t condemn you… go 
and sin no more.” 
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- But Jesus, she hasn’t even renounced her adultery yet?  

 
Easy Peter... “You’re too focused on categories and policies. I want to 
talk with her… I want to have a conversation.” 

- Churches that are ok with the messiness of fewer categories 
are far more likely to experience this mystical merger of full-
blown grace & uncompromised truth. 

- Policies and Categories are easy… you can just send someone a 
form letting them know what they’ll have to do in order to be 
welcomed. Then it’s done! 

 
You struggling with homosexuality… “Category: gay; Policy: come 
back when you’re not struggling with that any more.”  

- That doesn’t mean that we loose our biblical moorings 
regarding moral imperatives…  

- but we recognize the process… and welcome people to be here 
as they walk through the process rather than when they 
“complete” the process (eg. look like us!) 

 
So, let me ask you… who gets to come here and be truly welcomed on a 
Sunday morning? 

- Who doesn’t?  Can someone come here who is passionate about 
a women’s right to choose? 

- Can someone come here who is in a same-sex relationship? 
- You see, we don’t have to choose b/t Grace & Truth. We don’t 

have to choose between…  
- “Sorry, that’s sin… you’re not welcome” and “No problem… 

everything’s ok as long as it makes you happy.” 
 
I don’t know, Craig… sounds like a “slippery slope to me!” But let me 
ask you… isn’t this the way Jesus ministered on each page of the 
Gospels? 

- Yes… categories & policies would make things less messy 
than conversations & grace…  

- But, in doing so, we would have put up walls Jesus never 
intended for us to put up… 
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- Walls that would keep countless people around us from 

knowing the love of Jesus and, what could be, the loving, 
welcoming arms of His church. 

 
3. We need to avoid the drift toward preserving rather than advancing. 
 
When those first Jewish believers were struggling to lay down the law 
and embrace grace, they were simply trying to preserve something that 
was important to them.  

- And, in their efforts to preserve something that we might think 
is good, we too can forget the mission we’re also called to.  

- As much as we desire close fellowship with one another, for 
example, we can’t forget the people around us who don’t yet 
know Jesus. You see… 

 
We can’t make the mistake of allowing our desire to “preserve” 
what we, as insiders want  

- at the expense of our calling to be witnesses to those across the 
street and across the seas.  

- Because if we do, we WILL drift from “church as a refuge 
FOR the world” to “church as a refuge FROM the world.” 

 
Even though Jesus spoke so passionately about our being a light to the 
world around us… you may be tempted to think… 

- But I like things the way they are.  It’s intimate; I don’t want 
to grow. I like it just the way it is.  

- But “Church” isn’t an inward-focused gathering… it’s a 
missional community that orders its life around the presence & 
purposes of its resurrected Savior & King. 

 
Guys… we won’t loose our intimacy. If anything, we’ll grow even 
more intimate as we rally behind not only a common message… but a 
common mission. 

- Truth is, a movement becomes institutionalized when all its 
energy is being expended simply to maintain what it already has. 

- So, let’s offer the Lord, with open hands, everything we have as 
we pursue those who don’t yet know Him. 
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Guys… if we’re willing to fully embrace the message and mission… 
If we’re willing to let these things shape the very culture of our church, 

- If we choose to not make it hard for those seeking God to be 
embraced by God’s people… 

- Then I know that God will use us to accomplish something 
absolutely remarkable and life-changing in our area.  


