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Two thousand years ago, 120 men and women who had followed Jesus Christ 
prior to his crucifixion were now crammed into a small, 2nd floor apartment. 

- The streets below them were filled with thousands Jews who have 
come to Jerusalem from around the Roman Empire, to celebrate the 
Festival of First Fruits. 

- It was during this festival, known to Greek-speaking Jews as the Day 
of Pentecost,  

- that the Jewish people remembered God coming to Moses at Mt. Sinai 
to reveal the Ten Commandments. 

 
They called it Pentecost because, according to Jewish law, it was to take place 
exactly 50 days after, Passover. 

- So there they were in the upper room waiting, as Jesus asked them to 
in Luke 24:46-49, 

- “This is what is written (Jesus said): The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send 
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 

 
But what did He mean that we will be clothed with power from on high? Well, 
it was now 50 days since Passover…  

- 50 days since the first Easter when Jesus was resurrected, 
announcing a new law, which James 2 describes as the Law of 
Liberty! 

- Of course, those overwhelmed, distraught, and bewildered followers 
of Jesus had no idea when the Holy Spirit would come upon them.  

- Again, they didn’t really understood what that really meant! 
 
But, in Acts 2:2, we’re told that “Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like 
the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them.  And it filled the 
house where they were meeting.   

- Then what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled 
on each of them.  And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began speaking in other languages as the Holy Spirit gave them 
this ability."  

 
And let me tell you… that wasn’t simply a visitation from God… but an 
inhabitation of God through the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
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- It changed that small band of discouraged, deflated, locked-in-an-

upper-room group of believers into a fierce Jesus-following 
community! 

- You see, it was on that day, Pentecost Sunday, that the Community of 
Jesus, the CHURCH, was born! 

 
Exactly 50 days after His resurrection, this community of faith was ignited 
with joy and courage and peace like they’ve never experienced before… 

- Ignited by the reality that the presence of Jesus would now be with 
them wherever they went…  

- And that, in His power, they could fulfil His missional calling to 
witness to the simple fact that, through Him, the world could now 
find eternal life. 

 
Believe me… this brand new, incredibly diverse, Spirit-empowered gathering 
called “the Church”… 

- They understood that they were called to so much more than just 
an inward focused community. 

- But rather, they came together as a movement, utterly committed 
to the message and ministry of the resurrected Christ. 

 
So, they hit the streets, and started speaking to people about Jesus… 
witnessing to the fact that this same Jesus,  

- had been crucified just a few hundred yards through the gate and to 
the left of where they were standing… 

- And that He rose from the dead just a hundred yards down the road 
and to the right…  

- Not 200 years ago, not 20 years ago, but just 2 months earlier! 
 
And suddenly, there was all this activity and energy and excitement as this 
gathering of Jesus followers grew and grew.  

- You see, from the very beginning, the church began as a movement…   
- It wasn’t created as a building or hierarchy or as an institution… 

It was a movement!  
 
And so, my goal this morning (and through this short series) is for us to 
reconsider our thinking about church…  

- and to redefine in our hearts what the church is all about… and our 
role in it.   

 
Now keep in mind that this word, “church,” is a translation of the Greek 
word Ekklesia, which literally means a “called out assembly” or “missional 
gathering”.  
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- When Jesus launched the church, he launched it as a gathering of 

people centered around ONE IDEA and ONE MISSION… 
- That Jesus is just who He said He was and that we’ve been invited, 

by Him, to proclaim & demonstrate this Good News to the world 
around us. 

 
But then something terrible happened in history. As time went on, there was a 
transition that took place in people’s understanding of church…  

- from church being understood as a “movement” or “missional 
community” to “church as a location”.  

- From a gathering centered around an idea & mission… to an 
organization or institution centered around a hierarchy...  

- something so foreign that that first group of believers would no 
longer have even recognized it. 

 
And this transition… from “church as a gathering/ movement” to “church as an 
location/institution”…  

- began to take deeper and deeper root as people began to loose 
sight of what the word “ekklesia” was all about.  

 
And by the time that happened, within just 300 years after its birth at 
Pentecost, the simplicity of what the church was created to be was all but gone. 

- In fact, the new word associated with what church was all about 
transitioned from the word, ekklesia (a missional gathering)…  

- to a 4th century German/Gothic word, Kirche, from which our 
English word, “church,” was derived. 

 
In 300 AD, that word, Kirche, in a very broad sense, meant “the Lord’s House.”  
In other words… 

- Kirche was a place that religious practitioners would come to in 
order to express their faith. 

- Now, that might not seem like such a fundamental shift in how the 
church was understood… but it was literally seismic…  

- simply because there’s no real relationship at all between the idea of 
a missional community and the building this missional community 
might meet in. 

 
And, so… out of this wrong understanding came all kinds of practices that 
took us further and further away from what we were meant to be. 

- Before long, the church building is what defined the church.  
- Of course, a church building, in and of itself is ok… it can be great... 
- as long as the building is seen simply as the gathering place for the 

church rather than the church itself.  
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Now, most contemporary believers understand this distinction… and yet, 
oddly enough,  

- so many Jesus-followers continue to function according to a 
definition of church they’re quick to disagree with. 

- They get that church is not merely a gathering place… and yet, 
practically, that’s how they relate to it. 

 
So, let me ask you… forget what you believe up here (in your head): Do you 
tend to relate to the church as though it were a building? OR, a missional 
community of which you are a part? 
 
You see, once the idea of the church centered around a building, then 
whoever controlled the building, controlled the church.  

- And whoever controlled the church would so often attempt to 
control the Scriptures…  

- and whoever controlled the building & Scripture would eventually 
control the people.   
 

And so, this movement… that was bent on drawing more and more people into 
the central reality of the resurrection event…  

- became a very insider, ritualistic, and sometimes immoral 
movement that looked nothing like it was create to be.  

- And the implications of this… of the church’s transition from a 
missional grassroots movement of Jesus followers to location… 

- not only had hugely embarrassing implications like the selling of 
indulgences to pay for St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome… 

 
But deadly implications as well, such as the Crusades, where the mission of 
the church was reduced to capturing territory rather than hearts. 

- Oh, that may seem like a very foreign concept but in today's language 
it would be like reacting more passionately to gender neutral 
bathrooms  

- then to the reality that billion people in the world are facing an 
eternityin hell without Christ.     

- It’s why some people, even today… centuries later… continue to 
turn their backs on the church. 

- And yet, throughout church history, there have been movements and 
people who stood up against these ideas and attitudes. 

 
In the early 1500s, for example, a graduate of both Oxford and Cambridge, 
named William Tyndale, emerged as a scholar in England.  

- And he decided that no one should control Scripture.  
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- So, he would give his life to making sure that the average person 

had access to it.  
- Not a single Bible in history had yet been translated from the original 

Hebrew/Greek into English… 
- And the few English translation from Latin were carefully kept out 

of the hands of the average church-goer. 
 
Only the person who controlled the building controlled the Scripture. But, 
Tyndall said, “Enough of this!”  

- The PEOPLE need access to the Word of God.  
- So, he decides to translate the Bible into English, which made him an 

outlaw.  
- He had to flee to Germany. And, thanks to Guttenberg’s press, was 

able to print copies of the NT and smuggle them back into England.  
 
Suddenly, those with no power or authority were able to hold the Bible in 
their hands… a Bible they could understand.  

- After a short time, Tyndale was betrayed by a friend; forcibly 
brought back to England, and tried as a heretic.  

- They soon hung him and discarded him.  But it was too late.  
- The institutional church began to loose its power b/c the average 

person could read the Bible for themselves.   
 
During his trial, Tyndall said this. “If God spare my life, ere many years, I will 
cause a boy that driveth the plow to know more of the Scriptures than thou dost.”   

- He said that to the religious leaders of his day… his executioners… 
accusing them of controlling the buildings &  people.  

- “If it was left up to me, I will give my life to making sure that even a 
little boy driving a plow knows the Scripture better than those of you 
putting me on trial today.” 

 
It was his attempt to return the church back to the simplicity of what it was 
meant to be…  

- a gathering of people who order their lives around the person and 
mission of Jesus Christ. 

- In Matthew 16:13, Jesus gathered his followers together and asked 
them a question…  

- He asked them, “Who do you say that I am?”  
 
Some say “John the Baptist”, they responded. “Others say Elijah or Jeremiah.” 
Yes, but who do you say that I am? 

- So, in verse 16, Peter answered Him… “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the Living God.”   
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- Jesus replied, verse 17, “Blessed are you Simon son of Jonah, for this 

was not revealed to you by flesh and blood but by My Father in heaven.” 
 
Vs 18, “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
ekklesia, and the gates of death will not overcome it.”   

- I will build… NOT a building or gathering place… but My Ekklesia…  
- My gathering… My movement… My missional people.  And the 

gates of hell shall not overtake it.   
 
When Mao Tse Tung took over China and kicked every missionary out of 
that country and plowed down every church building, 

- The Communists thought that had dealt a death-blow to the church.   
- But those minute number of Jesus followers, who gathered 

together in secret places, couldn’t be stopped. 
 
Today, in spite of continued pressure and threats against them, there are over 
80 million believers…  

- meeting in more than 20,000 house churches in China… with an 
unstoppable 10,000 converts every day.  

- The church is growing 5x faster than the general population. 
- Why? Because a government can plow down all the buildings 

they want…  
- but as long as two or more believers are gathered together with a 

Jesus-size purpose, the church remains. 
 
Soon after He spoke those words to Peter, Jesus was crucified, buried in a 
tomb, and three days later, was resurrected.  

- After that He spent 40 days with his followers before gathering 
them together to give them his final instructions before His 
ascension.   

- In Matthew, those “instructions” amounted to what we call the Great 
Commission.  

 
In the Book of Acts, Luke shares a little more of what happened during that 
time. 

- Speaking with His followers on that hillside, we’re told in Acts 1:6 
that “when they met together, they asked Him, ‘Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”   

- They asked him this b/c they still had it in their mind that Jesus was 
going to establish an earthly Kingdom.   

 
So Jesus responds and says, in verse 7, “It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by His own authority.”  
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- Verse 8… “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you." 
- And what are we supposed to do with this power?    
- Jesus says, "and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 
Filled with the Holy Spirit... having been infused with power from on high, 
“you will be My witnesses!”  

- And this word, “witness,” meant, then, what it basically means now… 
like a witness in court who is ready to testify to something…  

- Someone who will accurately represent what they saw and what 
they heard… to those in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of 
the earth.   

 
What could they be imagining through all of this? They’re a minority living 
under Roman occupation… the most powerful gov’t in the world.   

- And yet Jesus says, “You’re gonna be My witnesses… you’re going to go 
all over the world and testify, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to all that 
you’ve seen and heard.”   

- To the hundred or so people there that day… “You’re gonna take the 
message of Me…  all over Jerusalem.”   

 
And they probably thought… “Well, I guess we can do this… we know Jerusalem.”   

- And Judea… “Well, ok… we sort of know Judea.”  And Samaria… “We 
hate Samaria… are you kidding?” 

- And you’ll be my eyewitnesses even to the ends of the earth.  “Huh? 
The rest of the world? It’s a big world!”  

- Jesus must be thinking… “Oh man, you actually have no idea of how 
big the world really is!”   

 
And yet, this movement, centered around the resurrected Messiah, is being 
called to touch every part of the world.  

- And, guys… this is exactly what has happened.  
- I mean, this should take our breath away since our being here this 

morning is a fulfillment of what that small gathering of people 
began back on that hillside 2000 years ago.   

 
So, the 120 went back into Jerusalem and prayed as they waited together the 
promised Spirit. And two weeks later, something happened.  

- We’re told, as we read just a few minutes earlier, that the Holy Spirit 
came like a wind and fire, representing both His presence & power.  
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- Suddenly, this Spirit-empowered band of Jesus followers began 

to speak the languages of all those Jews who had come from 
around the Roman world to celebrate Pentecost.  

 
And so, there in Jerusalem, there’s all this stirring… all this unexplained 
excitement & confusion over how these Galileans are able to speak all these 
different languages.  

- What are these guys babbling about? They’re not babbling, they’re 
speaking MY language!  

- And, what is they’re talking about? About Jesus who was raised from 
the dead!   

 
So, with the Holy Spirit having been poured out as Jesus promised... AND 
with the community of Jesus followers gathered together,  

- Peter decides that this is the moment for the very first sermon to 
be preached to the multitudes of people all around them.   

- Jesus Christ has just given birth to the Ekklesia!  
- And now its time to tell the people about the very One whom this 

new ekklesia will organize its life around.   
 
So, there’s Peter… preaching on the very first day of the church. Opening day! 
He draws them into an OT context, which they understood.   

- He says, “You shouldn’t be surprised.  We were told long ago that this 
message given to us would be a message and light for all the peoples of 
the world.”   

- He said, in Acts 2:22, “People of Israel, listen! God publically 
endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful miracles, wonders, and 
signs through Him, as you well know. 

- Verse 23… “This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate 
plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him 
to death by nailing him to the cross.” 

 
Don’t forget… this event Peter is recalling is recent history. He’s sharing this 
only 2 months after the crucifixion.   

- Many of these people… particularly those who lived in and around 
Jerusalem & Galilee had seen Jesus heal someone. 

- At the very least, they had a close friend or family member who did. 
Again… this just happened. 

- Verse 24… “But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 
him.”   

- Peter is just preaching the Gospel right now!   
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Verses 32-33… “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all WITNESSES 
to the fact.”  

- These followers of Jesus weren’t witnesses to a teaching… but a 
person!  

- They weren’t giving testimony to what Jesus taught… Christianity 
wasn’t about embracing a teaching… but embracing the central 
Person of history... 

- The central event of history & the central  mission of history.   
 
“We are witnesses,” Peter said… “to the fact that Jesus was crucified, buried, 
and raised back to life…” 

- Not 200 hundred years ago… not 20 years ago… but just 2 months 
ago.   

- Some of you were there! Some of you accused him and walked away 
from our Lord and Messiah! 

- Verse 37… “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart 
and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’”   

 
“Brothers… what shall we do?” Well… what how do you think Peter replied? 
He said, “Build a church building!” NO! 

- Seriously… as you’re imagining the absolute energy of this scene… 
remember… this is opening day of the church! 

- So often, when we think about church, we think of it as something we 
attend.  

 
But back then, on opening day, that idea wouldn’t have even made sense…  

- because the church was simply about being a part of this unique 
gathering of people… 

- who would order their lives around the resurrected person of Jesus 
Christ and his calling to be witnesses to the world around us. 

- “But, what shall we do?” 
 
So, in verse 38, Peter continues… “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins.”   

- And, here’s the promise… “And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.”  He goes on…   

- Verse 39… “This promise is for you and your children and for all 
who are far off- for all whom the Lord our God will call.”   

- Let me ask you something.  Who is Peter referring to when he says 
“all who are far off”?  

 
It’s me and you and our children. This was Peter’s way of saying, this isn’t just 
a Jerusalem thing: It’s not just an “us” thing or a 1st century thing.   
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- This message is for ALL who are far off… geographically AND 

chronologically.  This is a multi-generational/cultural message! 
- For people who haven’t even been born yet… in places we’ve never 

heard of. 
 
Then, after that, they had their first altar call. We’re told in Acts 2:41 that 
“Those who accepted His message were baptized, and about 3000 were added to 
their numbers that day.”  

- That day… on opening day…  Pentecost Sunday… 3000 people joined 
this magnificent Ekklesia… 

- Thousands said, “We believe Jesus is the Son of God.  We believe this 
message and repent of our sins. We want to be included in this brand 
new gathering of Spirit-Empowered Jesus followers.” 

- From the beginning, this missional community was dynamic and 
powerful.  

- And why? Because they gathered together empowered by the Holy 
Spirit in the name of Jesus… a name above all other names!  

 
Let me ask you this… what is it, do you think, that connects us as believers 
from one end of the world to the other?  

- Is it that we sing the same songs? Or worship the same way?  Or, 
speak the same language? Because we don’t. 

- The ONE thing we ALL have in common as Jesus-followers… ALL of 
us from around the world both today and throughout history… 

- is that we ALL believe that Jesus is the resurrected Christ and that 
we, as His followers,  

- are meant to carry His message and His ministry across the 
streets and across the seas.   

 
Even through the darkest times of the church, there have always been those 
who have understood that church isn’t about a location… 

- that it’s not about a hierarchy… that we’ve never been called as 
an institutional body but rather a missional body 

- There have always been those who understood that church is not a 
location… but rather, that WE are the temple of the Holy Spirit…  

- the portable tabernacles of God in whom He dwells… 
- that Spirit-empowered community meant to bring the reality of the 

resurrected Jesus to every tribe, tongue and nation... 
- A community that's so special to Jesus that He calls it His Bride!  

 
This is why when someone comes to know Jesus, you cheer! Why, when 
someone is baptized, you stand up and clap!  
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- This is why we meet in groups during the week… why we gather 

together on Sunday mornings… 
- Its why we work together to care for the poor;  Why we take the 

time to gather our children and youth together each Sunday…  
- because they too are a part of this missional community!    

 
Come on, Craig… maybe the church had momentum right after Pentecost or in 
China… but not today! But that’s not true! 

- Listen… the population of the world is growing by 1.75% annually… 
While genuine believers in Jesus are increasing throughout the 
world at a rate of 6.9%. 

- Nearly every generation is seeing greater numbers of people coming 
to Christ than the decade before. 

 
In fact, more people have come to Christ since WWII than all the people who 
have come to Christ throughout all the centuries of Christianity combined! 

- Right now, 3500 new gatherings of Jesus-followers are being 
born every week in Africa, Asia, and Latin America alone.  

- That’s 182,000 churches per year! Every 24 hours 174,000 people 
give their lives to Jesus.  

 
I could go on and on and on about how this movement is still moving… with or 
without us… it’s still moving. 

- So, why aren’t we seeing this kind of growth in the US? Well, it’s 
because, unlike Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 

- The church in the US sees itself as an institution to be protected 
rather than the called-out people of God. 

 
The questions is, then… as a church… as an ekklesia that gathers together in 
this building… 

- Will we embrace our resurrected Savior’s call to testify to that 
empty tomb… in our own Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to the ends of 
the world? 

 
So, as you go out from here this morning, I want to encourage you to just 
three things in particular. 
 
First, I want to remind you how central the Holy Spirit is to what it is we’ve 
been called to as His people. 

- It’s the Holy Spirit who must fuel and empower us as we proclaim 
and demonstrate the reality of the risen Savior to the world around 
us. 
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- That’s why Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:4 that his message and 

preaching weren’t impactful because of any persuasiveness of 
speech… but rather, in the demonstration of the Spirit and power! 

 
Secondly, I want you to consider how you might have bought into the idea 
that “church is location” rather than a “Missional movement.” (Not 
intellectually per se… but practically) 

- Truth is, it’s a lot easier to see church as a location. This way, I 
simply need to “go to church”… 

- rather than accept responsibility that “I am the church… that I’m 
an equal, living member of this gathering of people.”  

 
To see the “church as location” allows you to defer responsibility to the 
pastors…  

- whereas “church as a Missional gathering” requires that you see 
yourself as a part of every answer.  

- No more “Why doesn’t the church do more of this? Why doesn’t the 
church start that?” 

- When you talk about the church that way, who exactly are you 
talking about? Me?  

 
Have you simply bought into the idea that I control the building? Sometimes 
it’s just easier to let someone else be in charge. But guys… 

- There is only ONE person who controls this community… and it is 
and always will be the resurrected Savior. 

- You see, when it comes to the church, there is no “they”.  There’s just 
you and me! 

 
Lastly, I want to encourage you to open your Bible this week… the one so 
many people, like William Tyndale…  

- gave their lives for so that you could have one yourself… in your own 
language.   

- And, when you open it up… go to the Book of Acts.   
- You may not even realize it but we’ve covered much of the first seven 

chapters over the past four weeks.  
- Your job this week… is to begin reading the rest of the story.  Because 

in a very real way… that story… is YOUR story!  
 
You’re here because of them. And, if you’ll sign up for this mission… to gather 
with others as witnesses of your resurrected Savior,  

- then somewhere down the line, there really will be others sitting in 
this church…  
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- perhaps five or ten years from now… sitting in this church… 

because of you!  
- And their story will be connected to your story just as your story 

is connected to those who have embraced Jesus since Day One of the 
church 2000 years ago.   

 


