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We started a new series last week called DESTINATIONS, where we’ve been 
talking about Andy Stanley’s “Path Principle”   

- that asserts that it’s our direction or “ path”  that determines our 
destination. 

- For most aspects of our lives, we get this, right?! When we get into 
our cars or when we go out hiking, we know that…  

- it’s the direction we’re heading along on any particular road or 
path… that will determine our destination. 

 
But when it comes to our marriages, who we date, our relationships our 
jobs, how we want to grow as people,  

- how we handle money, the kind of relationship with God we’d like 
to have etc., we often forget this principle… 

- That it’s not your hopes or dreams or beliefs… but your 
DIRECTION that ultimately determines your destination. 
 

You see, in every arena of life, there’s a path that we take… a financial or 
relational path, for example. And every one of these paths has a destination. 

- And when we stop to think about it, we realize, as we talked about a 
last week,  

- that there really is a disconnect between where we want to be… and 
the path we choose to walk down in life. 

 
• “ I want to grow old and invest in my grandchildren, so I’m going to 

neglect my health.”  
 
• “ I want my children to be brought up with the same Christian values I 

had, so we are going to keep missing church.”  
 

• “ I want to lose weight, so super-size that, would you?”  
 

• “ I don’ t want to live with financial pressure, so I’m gonna live beyond 
my means.”  

 
• “ I want to be a generous, giving person, so I’m going to spend all my 

money on me.”  
 
• “ I want to know God, so I’m not going to read my Bible.”  

 
It’s all about… “ Here’s what I intend to do… here’s what I want to do.”  And 
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yet, “ here’s what I’m gonna do.”  

- And so, as you think about your financial path, marriage path, moral 
path, professional path…  

- you have to ask yourself… are the paths you’re on taking you closer 
to or further away from your desired destination? 

 
You want to get to New York City from here? Well… just know that no matter 
how much you want to get to Time Square,  

- if you head up 287 North and then take 80 West, you will never ever 
get there.  

- And how come? Because its our path… not our intentions or our 
hopes or dreams… but our direction that determines destination. 

 
Now, in a few weeks, Clint is going to talk about how we recognize early on 
whether we’re on a path that’s leading us toward or away from our 
destination. 

- “God, if I’m on a path leading me away from my desired destination… 
if there’s danger ahead on this path that I’m on… 

- I don’ t want to just keep going and then wonder why I ended up in 
such a mess…  

 
I don’ t want to just keep going and then get mad at You because I didn’ t get 
to where I was wanting to go… 

- Instead, God… give me the wisdom & courage to, as Proverbs 27:12 
says, “ see danger and take refuge.”   

- And why? Because “ the prudent see danger and take refuge, but the 
simple keep going and suffer for it.”   

- That’s going to be his key text... and it’s gonna be great!!  
 
Of course, the frustrating thing about this whole path “thing”  is that the 
decisions we make today can have some pretty serious implications for our 
futures, right? 

- We’ve all experienced this to one degree or another… how significantly 
a path we choose in our 20s, for example, can impact us in our 40s. 

- The financial path you take in the early years of your marriage will 
obviously impact where you’re at financially at your 20-year 
anniversary. 

 
And yet, there are some paths that you might be a bit unsure of in terms of 
where they’ ll lead you till later on in life. 

- In some cases, we’re glad… at other times we’re disappointed… but, 
either way, we know that life doesn’ t always provide a do-over 
button. 
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- And so, when it comes to choosing paths… whether we’re talking 

relational or parenting or financial paths, for example… 
- It’s so important that we take the right path from the start.  
- The problem is, though… that we don’t always have all the 

information we might need to choose the right path with total 
certainty.  

- So, what do you do? 
 
Wouldn’ t it be cool if someone could just come up with a database of every 
decision ever made over the past 100 years… 

- Where decisions in finances, jobs, relationships, dating, education, 
how you used your free time… and so on…  

- could be entered into a database so that when making a decision 
about what path to go down,  

- you could just plug into the computer what you’re thinking about doing 
and then it would tell you that 18,000 people did “ this”  and the 
result “was”…   

- Or 54,000 did “this”  and here’s what happened? 
 
And you could just go away from there pretty much knowing what your odds 
were if you went down road #1 instead of road #2? 

- You see, if we just had enough information on hand to know where a 
particular path would lead, doing life would be a lot easier, wouldn’ t it? 

- On paper, this would work out pretty good. I mean, if there was a way 
of accurately predicting how our decisions today would impact our 
future, we’d all be much better off, right? 

 
Well, here’s the problem with this. Even if we had all the best information at 
our fingertips, we probably wouldn’ t pay attention anyway. 

- Let’s be honest… how many of you know someone who is very very 
smart and who has made some very very stupid decisions?  

- Maybe you consider yourself to be a fairly intelligent person… and yet 
you know that you’ve made some pretty bad decisions in life. 

 
At least for me, I know that most of my really bad decisions in life weren’ t 
based on a lack of information.   

- I mean, there were times when I could look back and say, “ Man, I wish 
someone would have told me not to head down this or that path,”   

- But for the most part, we crash and burn on the paths we choose 
NOT because of any lack of information. 

 
Someone might see a financial planner, for example… where you provide all 
your financial information and they provide a detailed plan of how you can get 
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ahead… 

- And you pay them a fair bit of money for that… and within 24 hours 
that plan you paid good money for gets filed away. 

- You’ve got the information… you just choose to ignore it. 
 
How many times have you been to the doctor… and she tells you what you 
need to do… and you nod up and down convinced you’re gonna follow thru 
with everything she says.   

- And yet, a week later, you’re woofing down a big mac and fries. 
- You see, if there really was a computer out there that could spit out the 

predictability of where a particular path would take you…  
- It probably wouldn’ t not stop you from heading down paths that 

would take you in the opposite direction of where you ultimately 
want to go. 

 
Well, this morning, I’d like to talk a little about why that is… while looking at 
two passages of Scripture that were written to help guide us as we choose 
what paths to walk in our lives. 

- And one of the things that make these passages so relevant is who 
wrote it… Solomon… third king of Israel, David’s son. 

- Solomon had such amazing wisdom. When he became king at 
somewhere between 17 & 20 years of age after his dad died… 

- He was given the responsibility of not only of leading Israel but of 
building the temple there in Jerusalem. 

 
And so, one night, God speaks to him in a dream and says, “Solomon, ask me 
for whatever you want…  

- if you want a long life, ask Me for long life… if you want more wealth, 
ask Me for wealth… 

- If you want me to get rid of all of your enemies… ask Me for that!  
- I mean, let’s be honest… at least some of you would get excited about 

something like that, right? 
 
To be able to sit down and write out your short list of everyone who’s 
been giving you problems recently…  

- and know that they would soon face a good ol’  fashion smiting for 
whatever they’ve done to you! 

- Truth is, back then, when a new king emerged on the scene, the first 
thing they’d often do is to get rid of anyone who had opposed them. 

 
So, God makes these offers to Solomon… but Solomon says, “God, I’ve got to 
make a lot of decisions about things I honestly know very little about. 

- So, if you’re really offering me anything, then give me wisdom and 
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discernment and understanding… so that I can rule over this great 
people. 

 
And here’s God’s response to what Solomon had just asked for… In 1 Kings 
3:11-12 He says, “ Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth 
for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in 
administering justice, I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and 
discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor 
will there ever be.”  
 
Not bad! God has made Solomon the wisest man who had ever and who will 
ever live.   

- And the truth is, as you realize that thousands of years ago, one man 
wrote the Books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon…  

- and as you realize the relevance his wisdom has for even today… 
you can’ t help but realize how truly brilliant this man was. 

- Now, here’s why this is so relevant to what we’re talking about...   
 
If ever a man could simply turn to God and say, “ thank you, God for all this 
wisdom… now you can just leave me to my own wisdom and intuition and 
judgment and knowledge,”  it was Solomon. 

- And yet, when Solomon was faced with a decision regarding which 
path he should take… he didn’ t just rely on his own wisdom.  

- He didn’ t just say, “ Well, I’m an uber-brilliant guy and so all I need to do 
is to draw from my vast intellectual resources... 

- When I need help knowing what path to take, I just go it on my own, 
trusting in my own resources, wisdom and intuition.”  

 
Instead… when Solomon talks about choosing the paths we should take in life, 
he answers in a way that might take you by surprise.  

- This is what he says in Proverbs 3:5-7a… here is his answer relating to 
what paths we all have to walk down at some point or another. 

- “ Trust in the Lord with all of your heart.”  That is, in every arena in 
life, every possible path…  

 
Don’ t trust in your own insights or your intuition… not even the wisdom 
you have that has come from God… 

- but rather… you should trust in… or lean hard into God Himself…  
- because the answers we need in life don’ t come through intuition 

and insight but a God who is real and a God who cares. 
 
Again, if anyone could have bypassed this process, it’s Solomon. I mean, he’s 
already received such incredible wisdom from God…  
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- He’s already got the database with all the perspective and wisdom of 

a hundred years of experience…  
- and yet, he knows that even he must still lean hard into God… 
- That in spite of his wisdom, even he needs to place all of his 

confidence, all of his faith, and all his hope in God. 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all of your heart,”  he says… and “ lean not on your 
own understanding;”  

- You see, your tendency, and mine, will be to make decisions based on 
our own experience, context, and resources. 

- In other words… when faced with a decision, we might say, “ Well, the 
way I see it… the way I handle situations like that is to do this or that.”  

- And, the reason we do this is because, when facing a choice, our 
tendency, is always to lean hard into our own experience…  

- or into those things that reduce risk and make us feel safe. 
 

Of course, that’s not to say that we shouldn’t value the wisdom that comes 
from life experience…  

- that we shouldn’ t appreciate the advice of those around us… 
- But what Solomon is saying here is that “With all of that… with all you 

know… with all of your life experience… having great intuition…  
- with all the good council you might have from those closest to you… 

 
Even with all that knowledge… don’t make the mistake when choosing a 
path to take in life of leaning hard into your own wisdom. 

- Instead… every day… choose instead to trust in Him.  Whether it 
relates to business, relationships, or anything else…  

- Don’ t lean on yourself… on your own understanding… on your own 
experience… on the advice even of the wisest friend you have. 

 
I’ve shared with you before how, about five or so years ago I was overseas 
doing something for Vineyard Missions.  

- And, after visiting several Vineyard churches in Lithuania for five days, 
I flew into the Czech Republic with three other American guys.   

- Now, our intention was to take a few days off there in Prague, but first 
we needed to visit one church in Wroclaw (Vroslav), Poland.   

- So, we rented a car there in Prague and drove into Poland. 
 
The problem was that even though we had reserved a mini-van, we soon 
discovered that what the Eastern Europeans consider a mini-van is a lot more 
“mini”  that we ever imagined… 

- And the reason that was a problem was because out of the four of us, I 
was the shortest guy trying to squeeze into that car. (**Show pic of 
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Tad**) 

- Ok… that wasn’ t the exact car… but it didn’ t seem much bigger than 
that. 

 
Anyway… we’re driving through Poland at night with just an old road 
map written in Polish.  

- Realizing that we had very little idea of where we were… we found 
ourselves on narrow road that was completely backed up because of an 
accident in front of us. 

- So, there we were, squeezed in that little car at midnight just sitting 
there… watching Seinfeld episodes on my laptop (show pic). 

 
Eventually, we decided to turn around… but not knowing where we were, we 
had to knock on people’s doors trying to find directions… 

- But, of course, we didn’ t speak Polish.  But enough of them pointed in 
the same direction… and, eventually, we made it to the city. 

- Of course, it was after 2am and we had no idea how to find our hotel.   
 
So, I was getting out of the car stopping anyone walking by, hoping they would 
not only speak English… but would know where our hotel was. 

- Eventually, I stopped two young men who happened to be from 
Turkey.   

- And because I’ve been to Turkey enough times, I was miraculously able 
to understand their directions. 

- The moral of the story? If you’re not gonna lean on God’s wisdom 
and understanding, at least pay the $10/day for a GPS! 

 
Truth is, we weren’ t even leaning on our understanding… but a total 
absence of understanding! 

- We do it all the time! “ I can handle our kids… I know what to do… I was 
a kid once!”  

- That’s sort of like, “ I had surgery once, so I’m ready to perform 
surgery on someone else.”  

- And yet every single day, we live out our lives ready to trust in our own 
understanding.   

- “ I run a business… I can certainly figure this out;”   
- “ I’ve been married three time before, I know everything there is to 

marriage!”  
 
And yet, the wisest man in the world says, “If you want to end up on the right 
path… if you want to get your life heading in the right direction…  

- than know that finding direction doesn’ t begin with “ finding 
direction!”  
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- You see, according to Solomon… direction begins with submission. 

In other words, submission precedes direction. 
- And that all begins by trusting the Lord with all of your heart. 
- “God, as hard as it is, I’m going to surrender my finances to you, Lord.  

I’m not going to lean on my own understanding…  
- I’m not going to be directed by my financial fears or anxieties. 

Instead… I’m going to trust in You.”  
 
Solomon says, “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart.”  But, then, in verse 6, 
he says: “ In all your ways acknowledge Him…”   In ALL your ways…  

- in your financial ways… dating ways… entertainment ways, 
morality ways, your professional ways, free-time ways… 

- In ALL of your ways… acknowledge Him.   
- That means that we learn to live life, inviting God into every part of our 

lives: 
- That we invite or acknowledge God in our relationships… we 

acknowledge Him in our finances… we acknowledge Him in our 
families… 

- Acknowledging God as Lord over my financial future, Lord over my 
family, Lord over my relationships, Lord over my job (or lack of job)… 
I will acknowledge You in every part of my life.   

 
And then here’s the promise… “ In all your ways acknowledge Him… and 
He will make your paths straight.”  

- The NLT says, “Seek his will in all you do… and he will show you which 
path to take.”  

- This expression literally means that He’ ll “make the way clear.”  In other 
words… He’ ll get you through the traffic jams…  

- He’ ll provide road signs and maps you can understand… He’ ll 
provide a way over the potholes… 

- And help you navigate through untraveled territory. 
- But we need to remember… that submission precedes direction. 

 
Now, let me just add this one caveat. While He will direct your path, it’s 
unlikely that He’ ll tell you where the ultimate destination is. 

- Why? Well, there are a number of reasons for that. For one, while we’re 
so focused on what we’re going to do, 

- He’s far more focused on who we’re going to be. And so, for God, the 
journey is as important as the destination.  

 
What I find is that, as we acknowledge Him… as we trust Him… He will show 
you what path to take… 

- To get you from where you are to the next rest stop along the way 
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toward where He is taking you. 

- Then He’ ll lead you again… and how He leads you may look very 
different than how He lead you last time. 

 
And yet, from time to time someone will speak to me about where they’re at 
in life… 

- And because they’ve been on the wrong path for so long, they finally 
come to a fork in the road where none of the paths ahead seem very 
good… and they’ ll ask what they should do.  

- And, of course, I don’ t always have an instant answer… though the one 
thing that IS clear is how they got there. 

 
I might not know how to get you out of the middle of Poland at 1am… but I do 
know that you should have rented a GPS or at least purchased a new English 
roadmap when you started out. 

- And, of course, you say, “ Well, everyone knows what they should have 
done six years ago… hindsight is 20/20!”   Exactly! 

- That’s why the God, who knows the future, says to you and says to 
me… “ Would you please acknowledge Me!”  

- “Would you come to Me before you find yourself at that fork in the 
road?”  

 
Would you be willing to come to Me before you set off on that new path… 
before you have no other option but to come to me and say, “God, what do I 
do? What do I do?? 

- Or, even worse, “ God, what’s wrong with You that You allowed me to 
get to this awful place?”  

- “Would you be willing to first acknowledge Me in ALL of your ways?  
- Because if you do, I will intervene in your life and guide you as to 

which paths to take.”  
 
You see, we don’ t need more information… we need submission! We 
don’ t need more clarity, we don’ t need more wisdom.   

- What we need on the front end is more surrrender. 
- Truth is, we’ve all taken good information in our lives and ignored it.   
- But when we wake up in our lives and make the daily decision to 

acknowledge Him in all of our ways BEFORE we have all the 
information… before we know what all our options are… 

 
When you do that, your Heavenly Father says to you… “ I will to make the 
paths in front of you straight, I want to help you know what paths to choose.”  

- But it begins… not by asking for direction, “God, I need more 
information.”  No!  
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- It begins with absolute, total surrender. “Acknowledge Me, and I will 

lead you down the right path.”  
 
And then He closes with this command in verse 7.  He says, “ Do not be 
wise in your own eyes.”    

- “ I know you’ve been at this for 20 years… I know you’ve got three 
other kids… I know you’ve been married for a while already… I 
know you’re educated… 

- I know you have some insight, I know you have experience, I know 
you’ve read the books… 

 
That’s all great… but don’ t be wise in your own eyes. Don’ t think all that’s 
enough… because its not. 

- This is important, guys… because if you know the story of Solomon than 
you know that… with all of his knowledge, wisdom, and experience… 

- There was a time in his own life where, because of fear, he chose to 
trust in his own intuition and wisdom. 

 
He decided that, instead of trusting God to protect Israel, that he would 
marry the daughters of foreign kings and emperors in order to form 
alliances.  

- I mean, that’s what you did back in those days. Natural wisdom of that 
day would’ve been on his side… but in doing this, he disobeyed God. 

- Sometimes when we’re afraid… when we’re struggling to trust 
God… our go-to response is to lean on our own understanding. 

 
And, in Solomon’s case it wrecked the kingdom and it damaged his legacy 
and divided his family… ultimately dividing the Kingdom of Israel into two. 

- Wars were fought because of his pride & disobedience. 
- This is why smart people can still make such stupid decisions and 

end up on ridiculous paths leading to dead-end destinations. 
- This is why marriage counselors get divorced;  
- why doctors die of lung cancer from years of smoking;  
- why financial planners file for bankruptcy;  
- why pastors can get burnt out and walk away from God. 

 
You see… information isn’ t enough. Our own intuition & wisdom isn’ t 
enough. Insight & experience isn’ t enough. 

- We don’ t need more common sense, we need God!  
- We don’ t need more information, we need a Savior.   
- We don’ t need more insight, we need a Heavenly Father.   
- We don’ t need earthy guidance alone… we need the Holy Spirit. 
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Not long ago, I was praying for this very active young woman who has 
pretty much traveled the globe. 

- Her knee sort of gave out on her and she’s been so frustrated.  In fact, 
she was training for a marathon… but all that’s stopped. 

- The doctor told her that she might need surgery… as it hurt just to put 
any pressure on it let alone run. 

 
So, she asked me to pray. Her pain level was pretty high… so I prayed. And, 
honestly… it went from an “8”  down to a “2” . 

- But it wouldn’ t get any better than that. So, finally, I asked God what 
was going on… and He gave me a word of knowledge about 
something that had been done to her. 

- So, I asked her to rebuke any words of rejection & fear that had 
taken root in her because of what had happened. 

 
As soon as she did that, I laughed… she asked me why I laughed… and I said it 
was b/c I knew she was going to get completely healed. 

- I prayed again, asked her to put all her weight on that one knee… and 
then she started to laugh. It was 100% better. 

- My point is that I’ve prayed for more people that I could ever count… 
and it’s easy to just “ lean on my own understanding.”   

- “ I know how to do this.”   But, there’s only one way to do life… the life 
He created for us… and that’s to lean solely on Him! 

 
“ But God! I wrote the book on Adolescence… I can handle this situation with my 
teen on my own!”  

- “Come on, God, I can handle this situation at work on my own.”   
- “God, I’ve been there, done that… I know how to deal with my boss… I 

got this!”  
- Well… that kind of pride not only overrides wisdom… 
- But the arrogance of that kind of attitude, which we all have at times, 

will eventually override discernment as well. 
 
The story and legacy of Solomon is, in part, that wisdom and insight 
knowledge and experience… they’re just not enough. We need God! 

- We need to acknowledge Him in every single one of our ways…  
- And, when we do, God says, “ I will make the path clear. I will make it 

evident what path I want you to walk down.”  
- So, let me ask you...  Can you think of a time when you’ve 

acknowledged God in ALL of your ways? 
 
Now let me ask you this… is there something that you’ve come to God for… 
where you’ve needed help?  
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- Was it an area of your life that you had any control over? 
- Truth is, it’s far more natural to “acknowledge God”  when there’s a 

situation that’s totally out of our control. 
- It’s like this for parents sometimes… “ God, protect my kids… they’re 

completely outside of my control… so, please, God, protect them.”  
 
Again, “I want to entrust into Your care something I have no control over.”  We 
do this ALL the time.   

- But right now, when I’m asking whether or not you’ve 
acknowledged God in your life recently,  

- I’m really speaking to those areas where you do have a measure of 
control. 

- I’m talking about, “ God, I’ve got 20 years experience in this area, but 
I’m trusting you like I don’ t have an ounce of knowledge. I’m just coming 
to you like the little kid that I am before you, God.”  

 
“God, I’m acknowledging you… desperately in need of your guidance… even 
in the areas where I believe I’m able to manage on my own because of my 
own experience and knowledge.”  

- I realize now, God, that when I refuse to acknowledge you… that my 
pride, my arrogance, my self-importance…  

- will eventually override any amount of wisdom, discernment, and 
common sense I might ordinarily have. 

 
“ I’ve learned God that when I depend upon myself… no matter how capable 
a person I might think I am… I know what a mess I’m capable of making of my 
life. 

- And so, God, I choose to acknowledge you… in every area of my life.”  
So, again… let me ask you.   

- Discounting those things you know you have little or no control 
over… when was the last time you’ve acknowledged God in your life? 

 
When was the last time you surrendered to God those areas of your life that 
you feel you can successfully manage and control without Him? 

- Because this is where the rubber meets the role for us as believers.  
- Because it’s when we lean totally on Him… then, where He goes… 

we go… and that’s where He wants us to live. 
 
When was the last time you acknowledged Him in the world of your 
finances? When was the last time you acknowledged Him in your marriage? 

- When was the last time you acknowledged Him in the world of your 
profession? 

- Because if you don’ t… you might knowingly or unknowingly choose a 
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path that will not take you where you had wanted to go. 

- And yet, when you find yourself on that fork on the road with those two 
options… He’ ll meet you there.  

 
If that’s where you are right now… just know… He won’ t abandon you! Why? 
Because He loves you… He’s your Heavenly Father. 

- And yet, from this time forward… it’s not too late to rediscover the path 
you were meant to travel. 

- That doesn’t mean that the paths God leads us down are void of 
challenges and risks and even pain. 

 
But with His paths… we would’ve been so much closer toward where we 
wanted to be by this time in our lives. 

- By simply saying, God, I acknowledge you in ALL of my ways.  
- In areas where others might see me as wise, I choose nonetheless to 

run to You… to lean completely on You. 
 
So, let me ask you… would you be willing to find time to ask yourself this 
simple question today or sometime this week? 

- Why is so hard for me to acknowledge God in those areas which I feel 
I have some control?  

- In those areas I feel competent to manage on my own? 
- In those areas… that you might have confidence and wisdom and 

experience, why is it so hard to say, “ God, in this area, I’m going to 
acknowledge you in all of my ways?”  

 
Because discovering the answer to that question might just be the next step 
toward you being able to acknowledge as so many have before you… 

- That being smart isn’ t enough… knowledge & insight isn’ t enough… 
Instead, I need YOU, God.   

- And that doesn’ t start by asking for direction… it starts as we 
surrender to Him… because submission always precedes direction. 

 
Would you be willing to just consider that question this week… “God, why is it 
so hard for me to do this?”  

- I’m not even asking you to change anything… but just go to Him this 
week with this question… 

- To make this a reflective question you take with you through each day 
this week. 

- Would you reflect with me this week the message of Proverbs 3:5-
7… “ Trust in the Lord with all of your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding but in all your ways acknowledge Him and He will make 
your paths straight.”   


